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Overview

This fascinating expedition provides a taste of everything Spitsbergen has to offer, 
starting with its largest settlement, Longyearbyen. The largest island of the Svalbard 
archipelago is known as the “wildlife capital of the Arctic,” and we’ll show you 
why on this 10-day voyage, which has one departure of 12 days (see page 16). A key 
focus of this expedition will be to seek out the abundant wildlife that resides here, 
including walrus, reindeer, and that most iconic of Arctic denizens, the polar bear, 
in their natural habitat, while marveling at the surreal experience of continuous 
daylight. Explore the unique Arctic landscape, hike the vast and colorful tundra, 
learn about the history and geology of this remote wilderness, and join us on a 
gripping excursion to a faraway, unforgettable land.

This exciting introductory journey to the remote Norwegian island, renowned for  
its stunning scenery and abundant, varied wildlife, is now available on two ships, 
each providing a distinct polar experience. Ultramarine, our new, game-changing 
polar vessel, can take you to remote destinations most larger ships can’t reach. 
Aboard Ultramarine, explore Spitsbergen in brand new ways—taking advantage of 
the 20 quick-launching Zodiacs, and more outdoor wildlife viewing spaces than  
other expedition ships its size—to create the Arctic experience perfect for you.  
Your other ship option is Ocean Adventurer, a passenger favorite that’s much loved 
for its intimate onboard ambience that enables guests to connect with other travelers 
and members of the expedition team. 

Encounter iconic Arctic  
wildlife, such as polar bears, 
walrus and reindeer

Take advantage of  
continuous daylight

Hike the tundra and  
polar desert

Cruise in a Zodiac to  
explore glaciers, fjords,  
icebergs and more

Immerse yourself in the  
icy realm of the Arctic with 
optional kayaking adventures 

Navigate through the  
ever-changing Arctic ice pack  
with expert Expedition Leaders

Svalbard Explorer: Best of High Arctic Norway

EXPEDITION IN BRIEF
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NEW! ULTRAMARINE

The newest ship in our fleet, Ultramarine is designed  
to go beyond the familiar in polar exploration, to 
discover new places, and to immerse you in the  
best the region has to offer. 

Equipped with two twin-engine H145 helicopters and 
20 quick-deploy Zodiacs, Ultramarine offers the most 
robust portfolio of adventure activities in the industry, 
the most spacious suites in this category, breathtaking 
public spaces, excellent outdoor wildlife viewing areas, 
plus an innovative mix of sustainability systems that 
exceeds all industry standards.

With all this and more, Ultramarine is perfectly 
positioned to deliver the ultimate polar expedition 
experience.

SHIP SPECIFICATIONS:
Staff & Crew: 140
Guests: 199
Lifeboats: 4, fully enclosed
Ice Class: PC6
Visit QuarkExpeditions.com to view deck plan details.

All images are artist's renderings.
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Included Activities

Ready for a little adventure beyond your 
ship? Each Quark Expeditions® voyage 
offers a variety of recreational activities 
to enhance your polar experience.

  ZODIAC CRUISING
Zodiacs are the workhorses of polar 
expeditions, taking you to places the 
ships can’t access, allowing you to reach 
remote shorelines, explore shallow inlets 
and search for wildlife. Expedition staff 
make stepping in and out of them safe 
and comfortable, and your Zodiac drivers 
will provide active interpretation, making 
the landscape come even more alive.

  HIKING
Led by experienced staff, exploring on 
foot is the best way to appreciate the 
polar landscapes. Our guides are able to 
accommodate a range of skill levels to 
suit every guest.  

  PRESENTATIONS 
Enjoy daily chats with and presentations 
by our world-class onboard polar 
experts—expedition guides, specialists, 
photography guides and other special 
guests who will introduce you to the 
fascinating history, biology, ornithology, 
glaciology and geology of the region, and 
much, much more.

  POLAR PLUNGE
This rite of passage, scheduled only once 
per expedition, gives you the chance to 
jump safely into the bracing Arctic waters 
under the watchful eye of our staff—and 
just about every single camera on board!

  PHOTOGRAPHY
Documenting your voyage so you can 
take the memories home is a rewarding 
experience. Our photography guide will 
help you hone your skills to capture the 
beauty of the polar regions.

Contact your Polar Travel Adviser or your  
Travel Professional for more information about 
your Included Activities and Adventure Options, 
including the necessary experience, physical 
requirements and cost.

All of these activities are included in the price of your trip.
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Adventure Options

 SEA KAYAKING
Imagine gliding across the surface of 
a bay in the presence of icebergs and 
glaciers. Our Sea Kayaking program is 
a great way to intimately explore your 
surroundings. A small group of kayakers 
will plan to go out multiple times per 
voyage as an alternative to shore landings 
or Zodiac cruises.

The number of opportunities to kayak 
is weather dependent, and will be 
conducted only during calm conditions. 
Prior kayaking experience is required, 
and you must be able to do a wet exit 
to participate. Beginners interested in 
kayaking should consider participating  
in the Paddling Excursion.

 PADDLING EXCURSION
If you’re interested in kayaking but 
would like to try something a bit less 
demanding than Sea Kayaking, you’re 
the perfect candidate to sign up for a 
one-time paddle on our stable sit-on-
top kayaks—perfect for anyone with 
minimal or no kayaking experience. 
Small groups of passengers will be 
taken out on calm days, with our 
expert guides always present to provide 
instruction and help you connect with 
the polar sea. Two groups of 10 will 
be pre-booked, and once successfully 
completed, any subsequent outings will 
be offered via lottery on board. 

PLEASE NOTE
For all paid activities pre-booking is 
required. We recommend booking 
early as spaces fill quickly.

All of these activities cost extra and should be booked in advance of your trip.

Kate Goulston



13

Your Expedition Team
Our Expedition Leaders and their teams bring diverse 
expertise in subjects as varied as polar history, marine biology, 
glaciology, ornithology and photography. Their knowledge and 
enthusiasm will greatly enhance your immersion into the polar 
environment and further deepen your connection to the Arctic.

With over 30 years of experience bringing passengers to  
remote polar regions and an industry-leading staff-to-guest 
ratio, we know how to safely handle the unexpected. Ensuring 
this hard earned experience is passed on, our expedition staff 
receive comprehensive training in Quark Academy, which 
provides hands-on polar expedition training prior as part of  
our onboarding process as well as ongoing training for 
experienced staff.

Kate Goulston
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Meals on Board

If there is one constant on board, it is that you’ll enjoy delicious meals daily. 
While meal times may change due to landings and wildlife encounters, you’ll 
always be served three well-prepared meals per day. Most dietary restrictions 
can be accommodated by letting us know prior to your expedition.

Breakfasts and lunches are normally served buffet style, while dinners are served 
plated. À la carte meals are made at the time of your order, allowing our chefs 
to prepare each dish to your individual needs, ensuring you receive top-quality 
meals during the course of your expedition.

Complimentary coffee, tea, cocoa and water stations are available around the 
clock, while soft drinks and juices are available during meals and when the bar is 
open—all included in the cost of your package.

NEW   Enjoy free beer, standard wines, spirits, and cocktails during bar service 
hours and dinner as part of our new “Raise a Glass and Stay Connected Free” 
program. Premium wines and champagne are available at extra cost and can be 
billed to your shipboard account. The well-stocked bars on the ship are open 
late morning, afternoon and evening, though hours may occasionally change to 
accommodate the expedition schedule.

Raise a Glass and Stay Connected! 
See below for specifics on our complimentary Wi-Fi and bar service, which takes effect November 2024.

Non-ULT voyages

Call your Travel Professional or a Quark Polar Travel Adviser at 1.888.892.0073  |  Visit QuarkExpeditions.com  for additional details
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When traveling in extremely remote 
regions, your Expedition Team must 
consider the sea, ice and weather to 
guide the route and itinerary details. 
The following sites are a sample of what 
you may experience on your expedition, 
whether by ship, Zodiac cruise, or  
shore landing.

Spitsbergen 
ALKEFJELLET
This cliff is a seabird colony, where 
Brünnich’s guillemots (thick-billed 
murres) raise their young. An estimated 
60,000 breeding pairs reside on the basalt 
cliffs. The birds do not build nests; rather, 
they lay eggs on the bare ledges of the 
cliff. Witness the spectacle of thousands 
of birds flying to and from their cliff  
edge, speckling the sky and water, like  
a beehive on a much grander scale.

LILLIEHÖÖK GLACIER 
In 2005, nearly 100 years after his great-
great-grandfather conducted scientific 
investigations here, Prince Albert II of 
Monaco returned to Lilliehöök Glacier  
to honor his ancestor’s memory. Here, 
you can take a Zodiac cruise amid 

Possible Excursions
labyrinths of sparkling icebergs, and 
witness breathtaking panoramas of ice. 
You may even spot bearded seals hauled 
out on the floes.

LONGYEARBYEN
Home to 2,400 people, the administrative 
capital of Svalbard is situated on the 
southern side of Adventfjorden. The 
settlement was founded in 1905 by John 
Munroe Longyear, the majority owner  
of the Arctic Coal Company of Boston. 
Today as much as ever, this is a true 
frontier town.

MONACO GLACIER
Prince Albert I of Monaco, a pioneer 
of oceanography, led an expedition 
to Svalbard in 1906. His team used 
sophisticated photographic techniques 
to understand the shape and position of 
several glacier fronts. Monaco Glacier 
honors the expedition, the prince and the 
principality over which he reigned. While 
touring the glacier front by Zodiac cruise, 
listen to the crackle and pop of the brash 
ice, search for seals and have a chance to 
admire a natural sculpture gallery.
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