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WESTERN AUSTRALIA’S SOUTH WEST EDGE
The Southwestern corner of Western Australia is a pocket of lush green forests, farmland, rivers and an awe-
inspiring coastline that sits in contrast to the stark landscapes of the rest of the state. Its fertile soils provide 
foodies with the best fresh produce and world-class wineries, while its waters are rich with marine life. A 
fascinating colonial history weaves its way through the charming towns along our route, and this is an itinerary  
of pleasant short drives. 

Our journey begins and ends in Perth, with our first stop in Pemberton, known for its excellent local produce, 
wineries and ancient cave systems formed thousands of years ago. In Albany, we’ll explore the colonial history  
of the region, and be dwarfed by the towering trees of nearby Walpole-Nornalup National Park. This region plays 
host to thousands of whales migrating from the Antarctic, and we will have several opportunities to see them.  

Looping back through the Margaret River, local wildflowers are in bloom, dotting the landscape in vivid colours. 
We’ll explore this with a local indigenous guide who will walk us through the flora and fauna of the area. There’ll 
be time for a couple more winery visits before we conclude our journey with a relaxed stay on Rottnest Island. 
We’ll stay beach-side on this car-free island, home to a never-ending shoreline of stunning beaches - and of 
course the cutest mini marsupial, the Quokka. 

The coastal part of the Great Southern region enjoys a Mediterranean climate with generally warm summers  
and cool, wet winters. The region is located within the internationally accredited South West biodiversity hub  and 
was recognised by Lonely Planet as one of the top ten destinations in the world. 

Whether you’re looking for landscapes of rugged cliffs and turquoise waters; to sample a world-class drop; to 
spot the biggest and smallest animals on earth or to simply escape in nature, the Great South West has it all. 

  

$6,590 pp 
Twin-share  

Single supp $1,600 
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Day 1, Tuesday 30th August 
Perth 
Welcome to Perth!  
One of the most isolated capital cities in the world, and 
gateway to the beautiful South West coast. Our airport 
transfer will meet the group at Perth airport for flights 
arriving by 1.30 pm, for those arriving later it is an easy 
taxi ride to our hotel. This afternoon we’ll enjoy a unique 
walking tour of Perth, run by passionate locals who will 
take us through the urban streets, arcades and 
laneways, for a different view of this interesting city. We’ll 
continue on foot to our Welcome dinner at a local 
restaurant, where we can relax and enjoy a couple of 
drinks together. D 

Day 2, Wednesday 
31st August 

Perth — Pemberton 
This morning we’ll travel 
from Perth towards 
Pemberton. The South West 
is known for its excellent 
array of boutique wineries, 

and we’ll stop en route for a wine tasting and lunch at 
Cape Bouvard Winery. Located on prime waterfront on 
the edge of Lake Clifton, the winery is uniquely situated 
for viewing the Thrombolite Rocks ( known as the 
world's first life form). After lunch, we’ll continue further 
down the coast to Moses Rock and enjoy a walk along 
the coastline to see the Quinninup Falls. This walk does 

cover some uneven terrain, but it's well worth the effort 
for the breathtaking views. We’ll arrive in the afternoon 
at Karri Valley Resort, positioned on the edge of Lake 
Beedelup and surrounded by the majestic Karri Forest. 
We’ll enjoy dinner and a glass of wine at the resort, 
where we stay for two nights. B/L/D 

Day 3, Thursday 1st September 
Pemberton 

We’ll continue to treat our taste buds today with a 
Paddock to Plate experience at a local farm. Walk 
among the vines and macadamias; be inspired by 
seasonal vegetables and meet whichever animals cross 
our path on the day. This is what it means to truly eat 
local, and on our journey through the farm, we'll stop for 
wine tastings right at the source. We’ll finish off with a 
shared lunch made with produce from the organic farm. 
After lunch, we’ll tour the staggering Jewel Cave, one of 
the largest and best-decorated caves in Western 
Australia. We’ll see towering crystal creations that have 
taken thousands of years to form, and intricate 
decorations stretching and suspended across the 
ceiling, like vines and dancing cobwebs. We’ll also hear 
stories of the now-extinct Tasmanian Tigers that fell into 
the cave and perished. We’ll return to our hotel in the 
late afternoon, where the rest of our evening is free and 
dinner is at your leisure. B/L 
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Day 4, Friday 2nd September 
Pemberton — Albany 
Today we will travel to the Southernmost tip of Western 
Australia, known for its rugged coastline and early settler 
history. We’ll stop at a small-scale organic farm, where 
we will learn about sustainability and tour the rustic 
grounds of the beautiful property. We’ll enjoy a lunch of 
local produce grown at the farm paired with their organic 
wines. In the afternoon we’ll visit the National ANZAC 
Centre and be taken back into ANZAC history. The 
stories retold here begin at recruitment and continue 
through to life on the convoys and the conflicts at 
Gallipoli, the Middle East and the Western Front. We’ll 
see where many of the ANZAC troops departed from on 
ships to fight in these wars. We’ll arrive in Albany in the 
afternoon, where there’ll be time to freshen up before 
dinner at your leisure. B/L 

Day 5, Saturday 3rd 
September 

Albany 
After breakfast, we’ll drive 
to the Walpole-Nornalup 
National Park, home to 
some of the biggest timber 
giants on Earth – Western 

Australia’s majestic tingle trees, some as old as 400 
years. We’ll enjoy a bird's eye view on the Tree Tops 
walk, which climbs 40m into the forest canopy and 
meanders through the treetops for 600 metres. We’ll 
return to our hotel for lunch, and free time to relax or 
explore the nearby Albany town centre. The charming 
city of Albany marks the spot where the first European 
settlers set foot in Western Australia, and much of their 
legacy remains today in the town's colonial buildings. 
This evening we’ll take in the amazing South Coast 
scenery onboard a twilight cruise on the King George 
Sound. We’ll pass through the large bay into turquoise 
water where dramatic cliffs and granite outcrops line the 
coastline. This region plays host to an estimated 35,000 
whales migrating from Antarctica and from the water we 
may spot humpback and southern right whales. After this 
mesmerising experience, we’ll return to our hotel for a 
late dinner. B/D 

Day 6, Sunday 4th 
September 

Albany — Margaret River 
Today we’ll travel the 
coastal route back towards 
Margaret River. This is an 
area of tall Karri tree and 
long sandy beaches, 

rugged cliffs and rich marine life. Our first stop is the 
small coastal town of Augusta, known for its historic 
lighthouse, the largest of its kind on mainland Australia. 
From here, you can cast your eyes down and look out 
for whales, in the waters where the Indian and Southern 
oceans collide. We’ll visit Hamelin Bay, a serene sandy 
bay famous for the abundance of stingrays that visit the 
bay. Our drive will take us through the Boranup Karri 
Forest where the tall, pale-barked karri trees can reach 
60 metres or more in height. It’s a stunning drive where 
you’ll feel dwarfed by the massive trees that line the 
road. Our final destination is Margaret River, known for 
its excellent food and wine, where we will stay for the 

next two nights. We’ll enjoy dinner from the seasonal 
menu at the hotel tonight. B/D 

Day 7, Monday 5th 
September 
Margaret River 
This morning we’ll take a 
guided tour of the Cape 
Naturaliste Lighthouse, giving 
us an insight into the 
fascinating maritime history of the Cape region. The top 
balcony provides breathtaking panoramic views of the 
Indian Ocean, Cape Naturaliste, the Leeuwin-Naturaliste 
National Park and the beautiful Geographe Bay 
coastline. (Access is via a relatively easy climb of 59 
stairs). This region is a biodiversity hotspot and is rated 
by the WWF as amongst the world’s most important 
areas for conservation. Over 2,500 species of 
wildflowers decorate the region in vivid colours during 
Spring, and we are fortunate to be travelling during this 
time. The traditional custodians of this land are the 
Wadandi people, and we will experience a traditional 
"Welcome to Country" with a local aboriginal owner, who 
will then take us on a walk to show us the local flora, 
fauna and bush food of the area. After this, we’ll 
continue for lunch paired with wines at a local winery. 
The vineyard is situated on a picturesque property that 
was established as a group settlement farm for returned 
soldiers from the First World War, and we’ll enjoy a tour 
of the property with the manager. After returning to our 
hotel in the late afternoon, our evening is free and dinner 
is at your leisure. B/L 

Day 8, Tuesday 6th September 
Margaret River — Fremantle 
After breakfast, check out, before heading to Fremantle 
mid-morning. Freemantle is Perth’s charming waterfront 
precinct, a mix of colonial era streets and buzzy modern 
pubs, cafes and galleries. Explore Feemantle today, with 
a walking tour that takes in its many attractions. Dinner 
is at your leisure tonight. B 

Day 9, Wednesday 
7th September 

Rottnest Island 
Today you’ll enjoy a guided 
tour of this stunning island, 
travelling there and back by 
ferry. The tiny car-free island 
feels a world away from everything, and the day is free 
to relax and enjoy it. Along the never-ending shoreline, 
there are over 60 beaches, 20 beautiful bays and many 
coral reefs for swimming or snorkelling. On land, there 
are a variety of walking trails to be enjoyed. Return via 
ferry late in the afternoon for your final nights in Perth 
and farewell dinner. B/L/D 

Day 10, Thursday 8th September 
Perth 
Our journey through South Western Australia concludes 
this morning after breakfast. Our group airport transfer is 
scheduled to coincide with flights departing after 1:00pm 
from Perth airport. For other flight departures, it is an 
easy taxi ride to the airport. B
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