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GREAT OCEAN ROAD AND KANGAROO ISLAND 
MELBOURNE TO ADELAIDE

Coastal journeys don’t get much more spectacular than the Great Ocean Road. 

Following the Great Ocean Road is an experience that encapsulates all our great country has to offer. 
Considered by many to be the Aussie equivalent of California’s celebrated drive from LA to San 
Francisco, the Great Ocean Road was built at the end of WWI by nearly 3,000 returned soldiers living  
in camps set up along the route, using picks, shovels and crowbars. The road offers outstanding views 
of Bass Strait and the Southern Ocean, with striking and dramatic natural rock formations including 
Loch Ard Gorge, the Grotto, London Bridge (renamed London Arch in recent years after the ‘bridge’ 
partially collapsed) and, most famously, the Twelve Apostles. 

Beginning in Melbourne and ending in Adelaide, you will journey west along the ocean road, taking in 
some of Victoria and South Australia’s most iconic and spectacular coastal scenery. Along the way, you 
will visit heritage sites, gorges, sink holes, National Parks, wine growing regions and seaside villages. 
There will be extraordinary wildlife encounters, and plentiful gourmet offerings.  

We’ll have overnight stops in Lorne, Mt Gambier, Robe, Port Fairy and Kangaroo Island. During our 
stay on Kangaroo Island, we’ll visit the wildlife park to hear of the extraordinary efforts from locals to 
rescue and treat injured wildlife during the recent bushfires. 

In South Australia, we’ll explore the scenic Fleurieu Peninsula, Coonawarra wine region, and the crater 
lakes at Mt Gambier. The Fleurieu has a great maritime history, once being the centre of the 1800s 
Murray River paddle steamer industry. The region boasts incredible natural features, including the 
Coorong National Park and the Murray Mouth (where the Murray River enters Lake Alexandrina and 
onto the Southern Ocean).  

You will be in excellent hands with your local tour guide and driver Bill. 

$6,950 pp 
Ex Mel, twin-share, 
excludes domestic flights 

Single supp $1,200 
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Day 1, Friday 18th February 
Melbourne to Lorne 
Flight to Avalon Airport, Melbourne, aiming for a mid-
morning arrival (Avalon is best option, based on its for 
proximity to Great Ocean Rd). On arrival at Avalon, 
you’ll be greeted by host and driver Bill. Load up the 
van and head off on one of the world’s great road trips 
– the Great Ocean Road. The first leg of our journey 
is to Apollo Bay (approx 3hrs). Enjoy spectacular 
scenery along, making our way west, hugging the 
dramatic coastline all the way. Apollo Bay has long 
been a magnet for surfers, bushwalkers and weekend 
sea-changers. We’ll check in to our accommodation 
at the Apollo Apartments or similar. We will have lunch 
along the way at Anglesea and for our welcome 
dinner tonight we will eat like the locals at the Apollo 
Bay Fisherman’s Co-op. L/D  

Day 2, Saturday 19th February 
Lorne to Port Fairy 

Today we’ll begin our next leg of the Great Ocean 
Road, driving to Port Fairy Cape Otway National Park 
(approx. 1hr drive). Great Otway National Park 
stretches from Torquay through to Princetown and up 
through the Otway hinterlands towards Colac. The 
park is known for its rugged coastlines, sandy 
beaches, rock platforms and windswept heathlands.  

In the north, the park features tall forests, ferny 
gullies, magnificent waterfalls and tranquil lakes. 
Waterfalls dot the park, including the 3 cascades of 
Triplet Falls. Boardwalks lead through temperate 
rainforest at Maits Rest. The 1848 Cape Otway 
Lighthouse is 
the oldest in 
Australian and 
perches on 
cliffs 
overlooking 
Bass Strait. We 
will take a tour 
of the light 
station. From 
Cape Otway 
we will travel further into the hills to do the Tree Top 
Walk through the forest at Otway Fly Adventures. We 
will have lunch nearby. As we drive to our evening 
stop at Port Fairy we will be passing the spectacular 
coastal scenery of the 12 Apostles. We will make a 
number of stops for sightseeing and taking photos. 
Our accommodation tonight is at Clonmara Country 
House and Cottages or the Merrijig Hotel (or similar). 
Dinner is at a local restaurant. B/L/D  

Itinerary correct as at 22 July 2021, but subject to change.                www.bluedottravel.com.au

http://www.bluedottravel.com.au


Day 3, 
Sunday 

20th February 
Port Fairy — 
Nelson — Mt 
Gambier  
Begin our drive 
from Port Fairy 
to Mt Gambier 

(about 200 km). We’ll stop in stop in at Nelson and 
take a 1.5hr cruise on the beautiful Glenelg River then 
cross the border into South Australia. Our first stop is 
the Kilsby Sinkhole which is a world class diving 
destination known for its crystal clear waters. To 
appease those who do not want to dive in the water, 
local artisans make delicious gin with it. We will have 
a gin tasting on the edge of the sinkhole and watch 
the divers. Next stop is Mt. Gambier, which sits on an 
ancient extinct volcano and is circled by vivid crater 
lakes. We will spend a bit of time exploring the 
Umpherston Sinkhole. Our dinner and lodging tonight 
is at the award winning Barn Steakhouse. The Barn is 
a South Australian eating institution and has won 
many awards including Best Regional Restaurant. We 
will test their menu and stay overnight in the 
accommodation set amongst their English-styled 
gardens. B/L/D 

Day 4, 
Monday 

21st 
February 
Mt Gambier - 
Coonawarra 
After 
breakfast we 
will walk the 
3.6-kilometre 

(2.2-mile) trail around Blue Lake, which turns cobalt 
blue from December to March. The walk is easy and 
fully paved but there are a number of lookout points if 
you don’t want to walk. We will have lunch at a local 
café but if the weather is fine we can have a picnic 
lunch on the shore of a lake at the Valley View 
recreation area. After lunch we will head off to Penola 
and the Coonawarra with a wee stop at Radis winery 
for a tasting of their wines before heading to our 
accommodation. Tonight we will stay at Punters 
Vineyard Retreat, Coonawarra, which offers 
panoramic views across the vines. Our dinner tonight 
will be a light meal at our accommodation. B/L/D 

Day 5, Tuesday 22nd Feb 
Coonawarra 
Today, a full day exploring the world renowned 
Coonawarra. Our drive today will take us through 
Penola (the stomping ground of Australia’s first official 
Saint) and into the Coonawarra, which is known for its 
Terra Rossa soils. Coonawarra has long been 
recognised as one of Australia’s premium wine 

producing regions. It is renowned for producing world 
class red wines, in particular Cabernet Sauvignon 
with an intense fruit character and balance. The 
secret lies in the magical marriage of rich terra rossa 
soil over lacustrine limestone, a pure underground 
water supply and a long, cool ripening period for the 
grapes. The cigar shaped strip of terra rossa is finite, 
and for this reason it is highly prized viticulturally. The 
Coonawarra strip is only 20 kilometres long and 2 
kilometres at its widest point and is all but taken up by 
vineyards. On the winery front our first stop is Brands 
Liara Winery where we will have a tour and tasting 
experience The ‘Where it all began’ experience starts 
with a walk through the oldest vines in Coonawarra to 
learn about the 
rich history of 
the region. 
Here you will 
taste three 
wines, while 
immersing 
yourself in the 
vineyard and 
experiencing 
the terroir of 
the grapes which are the essence of the wines. 
Included is a Cellar Door tasting of the current range, 
a micro tour of the winery and barrel warehouse 
concluding with a barrel tasting of the current 
Coonawarra Cabernet Sauvignon as it undergoes 
maturation.Our second stop in the Coonawarra is the 
DiGiorgio Winery where we take their behind the 
scenes tour. Starting at the cellar door, enjoy a tour of 
the property, visit the soil pit and learn about the 
formation of the famous Coonawarra Terra Rossa, 
view the cork trees and find out how cork is 
harvested, get up close to the 100 year old vines 
while hearing about the history of Coonawarra and 
the DiGiorgio family. We’ll tour the winery and learn 
what happens from go to woe, from crushing to 
pressing to fermentation and visit the enormous barrel 
hall. Finish with a guided tasting in the private tasting 
area including barrel sample and aged wine in the 
original barrel hall with a shared local produce platter 
followed by lunch of individual serves of handmade 
Italian meatballs with crusty bread. We pace our 
winery discovery with a boardwalk walk at Bool 
Lagoon. This is an international migratory bird 
conservation reserve. Tonight we stay again 
at Punters Vineyard Retreat, Coonawarra. B/L/D  

Day 6, 

Wednesday 
23rd  February 
Coonawarra 
— Robe  
Today we have 
a break from 
wineries and 
visit the 
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limestone caves at World Heritage listed Naracoorte 
Caves in the northern end of the Coonawarra. We 
take a tour of the Victoria Fossil Cave. We explore the 
chamber of fossils recognised by UNESCO for its 
outstanding scientific value. During the one hour tour 
you’ll walk through magnificent speleothem chambers 
while your guide outlines accumulation of bones in the 
caves, excavation techniques and current research. 
About 400 metres of this cave has a developed 
pathway and constructed stairs. There are about 50 
steps into the cave and a steep sloping path out of it, 
but the walk is relatively easy. After our lunch stop at 
Belleweather winery, we will make the short drive to 
Robe (approx 100 km) stopping for a tour of Yallum 
Park historic homestead (if it chooses to be open on 
the day). Robe is a very pretty town and fishing port 
which lies on the southern shore of Guichen Bay. The 
town's distinctive combination of historical buildings, 
dramatic ocean, fishing fleets, lakes and dense 
bushland makes it a wonderful place to stay. We will 
stay at the Caledonian Inn apartments, a quaint old 
limestone pub with modern facilities, and eat at the 
Black Swan. B/L/D  

Day 7, 
Thursday 

24th February 
Fleurieu 
Peninsula 
Today we make 
our way to the 
Fleurieu 
Peninsula. But 
first we take 

walk along the rugged coastline (a formed path) to the 
harbour, blowhole and obelisk. After the walk and 
maybe a coffee we will head west taking the long, 
leisurely scenic drive from Robe. We will pull in where 
we can to take a peek at the Coorong National Park 
(the backdrop for the film Stormboy) before heading 
inland to circumvent Lake Alexandrina at the end of 
the Murray River and where the Murray enters the 
Southern Ocean (approx 4 hour drive). We arrive at 
our award-winning accommodation in Middleton later 
in the afternoon. This picturesque town and fishing 
port is known for its long and white sandy beaches, 
fresh crayfish and, increasingly, its restaurant scene. 
Dinner tonight at Blues restaurant at the Huts. B/L/D 

Day 8, 
Friday 

25th February 
Fleurieu 
Peninsula 
Breakfast will 
be on the 
beach front at 
Kuti Shack at 
8 am. At 9 am  

we will depart for a morning cruise on the Coorong 
and The Murray Mouth. Cruise downstream from the 
port of Goolwa along the historic wharf and towards 
the Goolwa Barrage. Travel through the lock chamber, 
down to sea level and spot a few lazy fur-seals 
lounging about. We then meander along the 
waterways of the Coorong, following the last 
kilometres of the Murray River to the Murray Mouth 
and the its opening to the Southern Ocean. The 
cruise takes 2.5 
hours After the 
cruise and a 
quick lunch at 
the wharf we 
head to the 
Langhorn Creek 
and visit 
Bremerton or 
Bleasdale 
wineries and if it 
fits in with the winery production schedule we will take 
a behind the scenes tour of the winery. We arrive 
back at our accommodation in Middleton later in the 
afternoon. Dinner on the beach front at the Flying Fish 
Cafe. The Flying Fish is situated on the idyllic beach 
front at Horseshoe Bay, Port Elliot. The café and 
restaurant is named after an old two mast schooner 
which was wrecked in the bay in 1860. The Flying 
Fish is an iconic beachside eatery providing relaxing 
meals on the open air deck (or inside) featuring the 
best South Australian and Fleurieu based produce. 
Overnight at the Beach Huts. B/L/D 

Day 9, Saturday 26th February 
Kangaroo Island 

This morning, a lazy start. Breakfast in the communal 
garden kitchen at the Beach Huts at 8 am. After 
breakfast, a short tour of Victor Harbor. Once a 
strategic port for the exporting of the Golden Fleece, 
Victor Harbor is a popular holiday spot for South 
Australians (it is also known as the agapanthus 
capital of the world or South Australia’s Florida). If 
there is time we take a short walk to Granite Island 
keeping our eyes peeled for the colony of fairy 
penguins. It’s a scenic drive to Cape Jervis, taking a 
final look at the picturesque Fleurieu with its coastal 
views and rolling hills. On arrival, board the 12 o’clock 
45 min Sea-Link Kangaroo Island ferry crossing to 
Penneshaw on Kangaroo Island. The Island is 
deceivingly large (over 150km long) and is roughly the 
same size as Bali but is home to less than 5,000 
permanent residents. We will have lunch at a local 
café in Penneshaw after we disembark. We will travel 
onto our beach house accommodation at Emu Bay on 
the north coast. We will stay at this accommodation 
for the 4 days. Dinner will be at our accommodation 
and will include some fresh oysters that we will 
purchase along the way. B/L/D 
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Day 10, 
Sunday 

27th 
February 
Kangaroo 
Island 
Day 2 is our 
nature and 
wildlife tour to 
the South 
Coast and 

West End (although we may change to order of the 
following days to avoid, or take advantage of, weather 
conditions). Kangaroo Island is all about the natural 
environment, which exist without the threat of 
introduced predators. First off we will visit the 
spectacular Seal Bay Conservation Park, home to a 
healthy Australian sea lion colony. Walk amongst the 
sea lions as they bask on the beach or the sand 
dunes after their fishing expedition. We will stay a 
safe distance from these wonderful endangered 
creatures and hear them sigh and watch them at play. 
This is a truly unforgettable experience. We now will 
head further west to Flinders Chase National Park 
one of the oldest and most important national parks in 
South Australia. The park incorporates almost 20 per 
cent of the island and much of it is a Wilderness 
Protection Area which is home to a variety of fauna 
and flora unique to Kangaroo Island. At Admirals 
Arch see where the powerful forces of nature have cut 
through the headland to create this natural geological 
formation. Watch some of the 10,000 healthy Long-
nosed Fur Seals in their colony at Cape du 
Couedic and take a stroll around the historic Cape du 
Couedic Lighthouse and Weir’s Cove. Next, discover 
the picturesque formations of Remarkable Rocks. 
These large granite boulders balance dramatically on 
the cliff edge, which plunges 75 metres into the 
Southern Ocean. The national park was extensively 
damaged in the 2019-20 summer of national 
bushfires. It is interesting to see the regrowth. We will 
have lunch along the way at Vivonne Bay and on our 
return drive depending on the time we will stop at an 
eucalyptus distillery and/or Islander Wines. Islander 
wines is an interesting place, it is run by a 4th 
generation winemaker from Bordeaux who visited 
Kangaroo Island and decided that this was the place 
to stay and make French-style Bordeaux wines here. 
Dinner back at our accommodation. B/L/D 

Day 11, Monday 28th February 
Kangaroo Island 

Today is an easy day on the North Coast. After a 
leisurely morning at our accommodation we head to 
Snellings Beach for a lunch spectacular. Inspired by 
the Australian landscape and the local culture and 
history, Gastronomo brings the magic of outdoor 
dining – artfully combined with a flourish of theatre, a 
few new tastes and a touch of the unexpected. The 

venue for Gastronomo’s lunch experiences change. 
For our visit, lunch will be nestled within an 120y.o. fig 
tree. The collossal gnarled limbs and shimmering 
leaves have formed an enchanting dining location. On 
arrival you will be welcomed by your host with a 
Kangaroo 
Islands 
Spirits 
cocktail and 
a selection of 
canapes. 
You will then 
be invited to 
venture 
through the 
leafy 
entrance of 
the majestic 
old fig tree where it will open up into a collection of 
natural ‘living’ rooms, each decked out with stunning 
table settings ready for you to experience a magical 
feast. After lunch we return to Emu Bay for a lazy 
afternoon of reading, swimmimg, snoozing or walking 
along the beach. A light supper will be served at our 
accommodation. B/L/D 

Day 12, Tuesday 1 March 
Kangaroo Island 
Today is our 
day for the 
East Coast 
and the 
Dudley 
Peninsula. 
First we take 
a tour of the 
remote 
Willoughby 
lighthouse 
and then on 
to Dudley 
Winery for a light lunch. The views from the winery 
are spectacular. You can see across the Backstairs 
Passage to the Fleurieu Peninsula on the mainland. 
After lunch take a scenic drive passing False Cape 
Winery and on to take a short tour of a honey farm 
where we can taste the famous Ligurian honey 
produced on the Island. Back to our accommodation 
and a farewell dinner at Amadios in Kingscote. B/L/D 

Day 13, Wednesday 2 March 
Tour ends 
After breakfast we will head to the airport at Kingscote 
for a morning flight back home. Flights are via 
Adelaide airport. B
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