
 

 

India is a study in contrasts; a historical backdrop for a modern-day industrial narrative, a traditional outlook co-
existing with fresh, global lifestyles, an ensemble of ethnic disparities creating a cohesive, cultural identity. India is a 
sensory potpourri; of colorful, exuberant scenes and folks, of tangible, delectable cuisines and flavors, of dialects and 
tongues exchanged like currency, and the ebb and flow of a billion people working through their daily routines! 
 
Most ancient civilizations trace its origins to river valleys. The fertile plains and perennial water supply lured the no-
madic herdsmen to settle down, cultivate the land, and the surplus produce led to the establishment of cities, socie-
ties, priestly sects and empires. The Gangetic valley has the rare claim of having seen the rise of three major faiths: 
Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism! As you trail along the plains of the majestic Ganges, trace the legacy of those al-
most-forgotten empires and the tenets of three faiths, echoed by mute monuments, and re-enacted through timeless 
traditions. 

 

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 Unravel the mysticism of the ancient city of Varanasi. 
 Witness timeless traditions as pilgrims seek blessings from the river goddess. 
 Watch the Sun illuminate the ghats on the banks of Ganges on a dawn boatride.  
 Follow the footsteps of Buddha on a walkthrough the ancient site of Sarnath. 
 Unveil myths of the stone sculptures at Khajuraho’s 10th Century temples. 
 Encounter the wild in the ruin-strewn wilderness of Panna’s forests. 
 Beat the crowds on a Sunrise visit of the Taj Mahal 
 Retrace history of Mughal rulers with our expert guides as they break the silence of the monuments with 

compelling stories.  
 Feel the pulse of our bazaars on a walk through the living heritage of our old cities.  
 Befriend an Elephant on a wilderness walk as you feed and bathe them. 

 

ANCIENT INDIA  
An introduction to the timeless story of Rivers, Religion & dynasty 



 
JOURNEY AT A GLANCE 

 

DAY OF 

TRAVEL  

DESTINATION 

 

HOTEL  

 

ROOM  

CATEGORY           

DURATION  

OF STAY 

Day 01 & 02  Delhi Maidens Heritage room 2 nights 

Day 03 & 04 Varanasi Taj Ganges Superior 2 nights 

Day 05 & 06 Panna Sarai at Toria Cottage 2 nights 

Day 07 & 08 Agra Double Tree by Hilton DT Guest Room 2 nights 

Day 09 & 10 Jaipur Samode Haveli Deluxe room 2 nights 

Day 11 Departure from Delhi   

 

MAP 

 

 
 

 

PERIOD OF OPERATION  

The pricing for this itinerary has been worked out on the basis of rates for the period of operation from 01 OCT’2020 
Till 31 Mar’2021 with exceptions as mentioned below.  
 
1: Peak Period Travel: 20 Dec’ 2020- 10 Jan’ 2021- Supplement given in price document.    
 
2: Vivanta By Taj Ganges in Varanasi will incur supplement for the below periods. Please refer to the pricing section 
for the same 
Dev Diwali period (28 -30 Nov’2020)  
February period (01 Feb- 28 Feb’2021)  
 
3: Beside that there might be mandatory festival supplement for Diwali (13/14 Nov’2020) & Holi Festival (28/29 
Mar’2021) & on Dussehra (25 Oct 2020). Hotels generally finalize it closer to date. Supplement if any will be advised at 
the time of request 
 

GROUND TRANSPORT 

Ground transportation will be provided using 
Deluxe Air-Conditioned Toyota Innova - For 02 paying participants  
Air-Conditioned Tempo Traveller – For 04 Paying Participants 



 
Our vehicles are equipped with cold water and soft drinks, wet and dry tissues, hand-sanitizers.  

 

DAY TO DAY ITINERARY 

DAY 1: DELHI 

Meal Inclusion: None 
 
Arrive at Delhi International airport, where you would be met by our representative and transferred to your hotel. 
 
Your stay in Delhi:  
is one of Delhi’s oldest – originally built in 1903. Its simple white exteriors open into beautiful, traditionally decorated 
interiors with a touch of regal influences from the British Raj. The eight-acre property has beautiful gardens and trees, 
making it the perfect setting for an escape from the city noise, yet its central location works to its advantage.  
Website: The Oberoi Maidens  
 

DAY 2: DELHI 

Meal Inclusion: Breakfast, Dinner  
 
The legacy of 7 capitals, with a history as a capital, looted, plundered, and resurrected over the years, Delhi emerges 
from the ashes of her past to take her place in the world as a global capital – politically, culturally and commercially. 
 
Included activities: 
Order in chaos – Explore the lanes of Old Delhi partly on walk and partly on cycle rickshaw  
Colonial Delhi - Trail past the India Gate and older British buildings that house today’s Parliament and Secretariat.  
Bangla Sahib Gurudwara – In a holy place for Sikhs partake its community kitchen where traditional Langar style 
meal is cooked everyday by the disciples.  
Humayun’s Tomb - architecture walk of the 16th Century tomb of the second Mughal Emperor 
 

DAY 3: VARANASI 

Meal Inclusion: Breakfast, Dinner 
 
Fly to Varanasi by Vistara Airlines flight UK631 departing at 10.45 / arrival at 12.10. 
 
At the confluence of two tributaries of the Ganges river, Varanasi is a city as old as history and as holy as the spirit. A 
centre of religion and learning in the 7th century BC; rich, soulful and diverse culture aged for thousands of years, 
Varanasi is full of unique aspects of life.  
 
Included activities: 
Sunset Ritual – Witness the evening ritual from the vantage of a wooden barge. 
 
Your stay in Varanasi:  
The Taj Ganges is set amidst 40 acres is constructed like a Swastik - an ancient symbol which represents good fortune 
and blessing. With its garden or pool-facing rooms and suites, the hotel is an oasis of greenery, world-class style and 
contemporary comforts in the oldest living city of the world. 
Website: The Taj Ganges 
 

DAY 4: VARANASI 

Meal Inclusion: Breakfast, Lunch 
 
Varanasi, bears in itself a history of over 3000 years; its riverbanks (known as ghats) with their temples, shrines and 
the sacred waters of the Ganges, draw millions of pilgrims seeking spiritual salvation. 
 
Included activities: 
Boat ride at Dawn – Witness Varanasi’s morning rhythms on a sunrise to the soothing sounds of live instrumental 
music.   
Sarnath – a great center of learning where Buddha preached his first sermon; witness prayers at the Sarnath temple, 
visit the museum. 

https://www.maidenshotel.com/?utm_source=GMBlisting&utm_medium=organic
https://www.tajhotels.com/en-in/taj/taj-ganges/


 
Walking trails – wander the alleyways; learn about Varanasi’s historic tides of faith & experience its local culture; 
visit the homes of artisans working on traditional silk weaving looms  
 

DAY 5: KHAJURAHO / PANNA 

Meal Inclusion: Breakfast / Dinner 
 
Fly from Varanasi to Khajuraho by Vistara airlines UK-631 departing at 12.45 / arrival 13.45 
 
Set amidst a patchwork of forests and farms, the scattered temples of Khajuraho may be largely known for their erotic 
art, but there is an arcane symbolism within every structure; learn about the intricacy and detailing of every sculpture 
and a legacy of stone that is not so easily effaced.  
 
Later in the afternoon, drive to Panna located in close proximity to Khajuraho. 
 
Included activities: 
Khajuraho Temple trail - an evocative way to experience history of a bygone era, with a narrative of the Chandela 
dynasty, the temple construction and the city’s name.  
 
You stay in Panna:  
Sarai at Toria is a simple but tastefully done-up property that blends into the rustic landscape at the edge of the 
Panna National Park. With sweeping views of the gushing Ken River, the thatched, mud-caked cottages and the 
stone-paved dining areas.  
Website: Sarai at Toria 
 

DAY 6: PANNA 

Meal Inclusion: Breakfast / Lunch/ Dinner 
 
The lesser known Panna National Park is a success of the tiger reintroduction programme. A city of tribes and sages, 
of rajahs and colonial loyalties, of meadows and evergreen forests. 
 
Included activities: 
Jeep Safari in Panna - Look out for wildlife on a Jeep Safari inside Panna National Park. Your wild encounters may 
bring you face to face with predators and pray, reptiles, vultures and a variety of birds in one of the most beautiful 
forests of Central India.  
Ken River Safari – Enjoy a paddle boat ride along the Ken river and explore the wilderness and birdlife. ( Subject to 

water level).  

 

DAY 7: ORCHHA / AGRA  

Meal Inclusion: Breakfast,  Lunch 
 
Driving from Panna, embark upon your journey to reach Orchha a town of medieval history situated, alongside the 
Betwa river. Orchha is known for its beautiful temples and unusual cenotaphs. 
 
A late afternoon train ride from Jhansi will bring you to the city of the Taj Mahal - an epitome of love.  
 
Train journey from Jhansi to Agra  

12029 (Gatiman Express)   Dep: 15:05   Arr: 17:45 

 
Included activities: 
Orchha Heritage trail – A walk through the indomitable Indo-Mughal Palaces and cenotaphs of Orchha. 
 

Recommended stay:  
Double Tree by Hilton is located in the heart of Agra city center and offers views of this legendary monument close 
to the hotel. Whether you stay in a garden view or city view room, the hotel offers breathtaking views of the Taj Ma-
hal from the pool area, and convenient access to Agra attractions such as the Agra Fort, Akbar’s Tomb and Sadar Ba-
zaar. 
Website: Double Tree by Hilton  

https://www.saraiattoria.com/
https://bit.ly/2PtIghj


 
DAY 8: AGRA  

Meal Inclusion: Breakfast, Dinner 
 
Having served as capital for the Mughal Empire during the 16th and 17th centuries, Agra has many more monuments 
that tell a rich narrative as a centre of art, drawing inspiration from Persian, Islamic, Turkish, Byzantine and Indian 
styles. 
 
Included activities: 
Taj Mahal – Early hours visit of the Taj Mahal the world’s most beautiful Tomb dedicated to the story of the undying 
love of an Emperor for his most beloved wife. Learn from one of our expert guides about the nuances of its creation 
and the intricate details of its architecture. 
(Closed on Friday’s) 
 
Agra Fort – Visit this unique edifice, a unique combination of Royal residence and a Military fort. 
 
Old City Walk – Discover the secrets of Agra’s trade, culture, arts and crafts on a Heritage walk through Agra’s old 
town  
 
Optional:  
Excursion to Wildlife SOS Elephant Rescue Centre : Wildlife SOS provides a safe home to elephants rescued from 
captivity of owners taming them for commercial gains; and are responsible for taking action against animal cruelty, 
rescuing wildlife in distress, working to resolve man-animal conflicts while promoting and educating the public about 
the need for habitat protection.  
 

DAY 09: ABHANERI / JAIPUR 

Meal Inclusion: Breakfast , Lunch 

 
As you commence driving to Jaipur, discover the stepwells of Abhaneri, where Bruce Wayne found his calling in The 
Dark Knight Rises.  
 
One of India’s largest stepwells, the Chand Baori has 3,500 narrow steps forming 13 stories and descending 30 meters 
(100 ft) into the ground. Stepwells like these across India represent the water-harvesting wisdom of yesteryears – and 
the Chand Baori can be dated back to 800-900 CE, and was dedicated to the goddess of joy, Harshat Mata, whose 
temple lies opposite. 
 
Drive onwards to Jaipur. Check into your hotel. 
 
Your stay in Jaipur:  
Samode Haveli is a 150 year old Haveli, which was built as the Samode Royal family's suburban Manor House, has 
been meticulously restored and maintains antique furniture, furnishings and original works of art. Serving as a cele-
bration of traditional values and gracious living, old family portraits adorn the walls of its rooms and suites. 
Website: Samode Haveli 
 

DAY 10: JAIPUR 

Meal Inclusion: Breakfast, Lunch 
 
The city of Jaipur whispers the history of 4 different eras. The Rajput kingdoms, the Mughal Empire, the British Raj 
and the India of today. The regal lifestyles of the chieftains and princes from the feudal times are embossed in its red 
sandstone buildings.  
 
Included activities: 
Jaipur’s Monuments: Guided exploration of Jaipur’s City Palace, Amer Fort, Jantar Mantar observatory, Hawa 
Mahal. 
 
A study in pink – drive through the city on eco-friendly e-rickshaws driven by well-trained women who are all from 
low income households.  
 

http://www.samode.com/samodehaveli/


 
Wandering Wonder: Explore Jaipur’s markets and backlanes of the old city on a discovery walk of its Heritage, art, 
craft, cuisine and culture.   
 
Optional: Dinner at Dera Amer  
Situated on the outskirts of Jaipur, this is a private retreat is full of wilderness and natural beauty. Meet the man who 
has been striving towards creating a positive effect on the environment and providing a natural habitat and a healing 
touch to the animals. Spend time with the three lovely resident elephants.  Relish a special organic farm fresh meal in 
exclusive venues in the wilderness of Dera Amer. 
 

DAY 11: DEPARTURE FROM DELHI  

Meal Inclusion: Breakfast 
 
Pack your suitcases with the souvenirs you picked up along the way.  
 
Fly from Jaipur to Delhi by Air India airlines AI 492 departing at 13.30 / arrival 14.30 
 
Connect your international flight. The memories of the trip will keep you company on the long flight back home.  
 
 

This itinerary has been put together by Travel Scope India for Blue Dot Travel. You must read Blue Dot 
Travel’s terms and conditions before making a decision to travel. You must complete a Blue Dot Travel 
booking form before we can accept any booking. 
 

 
 

TABLE OF PRICES 

Tour Cost 
Price in Australian Dollars  

Per Person 

  

Land Cost on Sharing Twin or Double  

02 Paying Participants AUD 4990 Per Person 

04 Paying Participants AUD 4500 Per Person 

  

Supplement for staying in Single Occupancy AUD 1500 Per Person 

  

Approx. Domestic Air (Delhi- Varanasi- Khajuraho & Jaipur-Delhi) in Economy 

Class (Subject to Change) 
TBA  

  

APPROX. ADDITIONAL COSTS FOR PEAK PERIODS  

Taj Ganges- Varanasi (Dev Diwali Period 28-30 Nov’2020) on Twin share for 02 

nights 
AUD 75 Per Person  

Single Room Supplement for 02 nights AUD 75 Per Person 

  

Taj Ganges- Varanasi ( 01 Feb – 28Feb’2021) on Twin share for 02 nights AUD 45 Per Person  

Single Room Supplement for 02 nights AUD 45 Per Person 

  

Supplement for Travel between period 22 Dec’2020 Till 05 Jan’2021 on Twin 

share 
AUD 350 Per Person 

Single Room Supplement AUD 350 Per Person 

  

ADDITIONAL COSTS FOR OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES  

Excursion visit of Wildlife SOS Elephant Conservation Rescue Centre (From Agra) AUD 75 Per Person 

Visit to Dera Camp to spend time with Elephant followed by Dinner- Jaipur AUD 150 Per Person 

 
 



 
All costs exclude international & domestic airfares as these are highly variable depending on the timing of flight 
bookings  
 

Inclusions to Land Cost: 

1. Accommodation for a total of 10 Nights as per hotel list and room category given below. 
2. On breakfast plan except at Sarai at Toria –Panna which is on Full Board.  
3. Ground Transportation by Air-Conditioned vehicle as specified. 
4. Services of English-Speaking Local City Guide’s as per itinerary. 
5. Entrance Fee to Monuments. 
6. Rickshaw ride in Old Delhi Lanes. 
7. Boat Ride at River Ganges in Varanasi 
8. 01 Jeep safari at Panna National Park including Park entrance & English-speaking Naturalist. 
9. 01 Boat ride (Subject to Water level) or Village walk or Bird Walk at Panna.  
10. Train ticket on Executive class travelling between Jhansi – Agra 
11. Pink city rickshaw ride in Jaipur 
12. Mineral Water and Soft Drinks in the vehicles. 
13. Still Camera Fee 
14. Tip for baggage at hotel, Airport, Local Guide’s, Driver, paid meals, safari, naturalist. 
 
Exclusions to the Land Cost 

1. International & Domestic Air Fare. 
2. Personal nature like Laundry, Telephone, Internet, and Drinks etc. 
3. All alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages. 
4. Travel and medical Insurance. 
5. All expenses arising out of voluntary or involuntary re-routing of the program. 
6. Video Camera fees at Monuments. 
 

COME DISCOVER INCREDIBLE !NDIA 
 


