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NICARAGUA, EL SALVADOR, GUATEMALA                     
AND HONDURAS

Four countries… similar, but different. Nicaragua is the largest of the Central American countries by land size. Colonised 
on the Pacific coast by the Spanish and on the Atlantic coast by the British. Add an African-Caribbean influence with the 
indigenous peoples and you have a melting pot of cultures. The contra war of the 1980’s caused wide-spread poverty 
and casualties however more recently, there has been economic growth, albeit very small. The country has a growing 
tourism industry and now is a good time to visit given tourism is in its infancy and you can experience the genuine 
culture.  

By contrast, El Salvador is Central America’s smallest country by land size and the only country in the region without a 
coastline on the Atlantic/Caribbean side. It has a high population density with around 7 million inhabitants living in a size 
less than half of Tasmania. It is a very mountainous country and part of the Pacific Rim of Fire, and subject to 
earthquakes. Spanish explorers became the first European visitors and went about the changing the lives of indigenous 
Pipil Indians forever in the mid 1500’s. Coffee, corn, beans and rice form its main agricultural produce.  

Honduras is a predominantly Roman Catholic country also ruled by Spain from the 16th Century.  After Independence in 
the 1830’s it was briefly annexed to Mexico and by mid the 1900’s it was ruled - ever so corruptly – by the military 
generals of the army. The country welcomed the US army during the contra war of its neighbours during the 1980’s and 
was spared most of the turbulence that the others experienced. It remains a poor country. Bananas are its major 
produce and export.  

There is a rich, cultural heritage in Guatemala that is unlike the other countries of the region. Its population is over 65% 
indigenous Maya Indians. There is evidence of mankind from around 10,000 years BCE however the country is well 
known for being the heart of the Mayan culture which existed from around 1,600 years ago. It too was conquered by the 
Spanish and annexed to Mexico in the early 1800’s. Since the end of the civil war which lasted for 36 years, up to 1996, 
Guatemala has remained relatively stable from a political sense and has enjoyed moderate economic growth. Like other 
countries in Central America, most of the population work in agriculture. Coffee, bananas, sugar, forestry and fish are the 
main exports. 
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Day 1, Sunday 7th March 
DEPART AUSTRALIA FOR CENTRAL AMERICA 
(All flights to be confirmed) 

Day 2, Monday 8th March 
ARRIVE INTO MANAGUA AND TRANSFER TO 
GRANADA 

Welcome to Nicaragua! 
 
Nicaragua is the “Land of Lakes and Volcanoes”.  
We’ll  arrive at Managua Airport, and after customs 
procedures, we will be transferred to the hotel in 
the colonial city of Granada – about 45 minute 
drive. Granada, or the "Gran Sultana” is one of 
Latin America's most beautiful colonial cities. This 
ancient town founded in 1524 on the shores of vast 
Lake Nicaragua is full of history and Spanish 
colonial charm and is famed as one of the oldest 
European settlements in the western hemisphere.  
A welcome dinner is planned tonight. 
Accommodation is at the Granada Hotel Patio de 
Malinche (or similar). D 

Day 3, Tuesday 9th March 
GRANADA & LAS ISLETAS BOAT TOUR  

No visit to Granada is complete without exploring 
the city's historic centre on foot. On this tour, 
discover the secrets of charming lakefront Granada 
by exploring this colonial city with a local 
“Granadino” guide. Our walking tour starts with a 
steep climb up the bell tower of the nearly 500-
year-old La Merced church for exceptional views of 
Granada’s central plaza, historic district, and 
picturesque Mombacho Volcano. Let your eyes 
follow the inviting boulevard stretching all the way 
to massive Lake Nicaragua. Head to the 
commercial area and take in the action at the 
thriving marketplace and visit the shops that make 
piñatas, hammocks, and other specialties. 
Afterwards we'll hear all about the indulgent art of 
chocolate making. Las Isletas Boat Tour - situated 
at the foot of Mombacho volcano, the Las Isletas 
archipelago consists of small forest-covered 
islands, formed by a volcanic eruption over twenty 
thousand years ago. We will be are transferred to 
the harbour, meet the captain and board a 
motorboat. During the tour, we will learn about the 
exotic local flora and fauna before making a stop at 
one of the islands. Next we visit San Pablo fort, 
built in the 18th century to protect Granada against 
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English pirates. Accommodation is at Granada 
Hotel Patio de Malinche. B/L  

Day 4, Wednesday 10th March 
GRANADA – MAYASA – LEON  
Today’s tour starts at Masaya Volcano National 
Park. Our driver will bring us to the summit of the 
volcano to peek inside the crater. Our next stop is 
Masaya´s artisan market, to see the array of 

beautifully 
crafted 
Nicaraguan 
handicrafts. 
Afterwards we’ll 
transfer to the 
Colonial Town of 
León. The first 
capital of 
Nicaragua, León 
Viejo (Old 

León), was founded in 1524 by the Spanish 
conquistadores, south of the Momotombo volcano. 
The area suffered under frequent volcanic activity 
and the earthquakes of 1594 and 1610. Due to the 
damage caused the city was relocated to its 
present location, about 20 miles to the west. The 
ruins of León Viejo were discovered in 1967 and it 
was declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 
the year 2000. We will be taken up a hill inside 
León Viejo from where you have great views over 
Lake Managua and the impressive Momotombo 
volcano and its little brother, Momotombito. 
Accommodation is at Real Leon (or similar). B/L  

Day 5, Thursday 11th March 
LEON  

Today our guide will takes us on a walking tour 
through the historic part of town, home to more 
than 12 colonial period churches, each one unique 
in its design from tiny parish size chapels to the 
mighty Cathedral, Central America's largest church. 
En-route we will visit murals dating back to the 
revolution, baroque and neoclassical churches and 
an art museum with works of internationally 
renowned artists, both classic and contemporary. 
Explore the local fruit and vegetable market, 
followed by remarkable vistas from the cathedral´s 
picturesque rooftop. León - San Jacinto Mudfields. 
San Jacinto is a little town about 20 kilometres 
northeast of León; behind the village are fumaroles, 
boiling mud holes, connected to the Telica volcano. 
These volcanic fields serve as breathing holes for 
the nearby volcanoes, giving the area the 
appearance of a Martian landscape (and, in turn, 
help to prevent future eruptions). Our guide will 
take us for a walk around the holes, which differ in 
size and colour, and you can see the mud boiling 
fiercely. Accommodation at Real Leon. B/L 

Day 6, Friday 12th March 
DISTILLERY TOUR AND CHINANTEGO  
You don't have to be a rum connoisseur to enjoy a 
fascinating tour of the Flor de Caña distillery. After a 
quick drive with our guide from León north to 
Chichigalpa, we’ll pass through the impressive 
wooden gates and embark on a journey spanning 
more than 125 years and five generations of rum-
making history. Led by a Flor de Caña expert, the 
tour (approximately one hour, 40 minutes) takes us 
inside a cavernous bodega stacked with wooden 
barrels filled with slow-aging rum. Overnight at 
Hotel Los Balcones de Chinandega (or similar). B/L 

Day 7, Saturday 13th March 
CHINANDEGA - LA UNION BAY OF JOQUILSCO  
After breakfast we will transfer to the Potosi border, 
and take a boat across the gulf of Fonseca to 
continue the trip. 
 
Welcome to El Salvador!  
 
Today we will be picked up at La Unión. After the 
migration procedures, we’ll be transferred to San 
Salvador, capital of El Salvador. After lunch, we 
take off to the Bay de Jiquilisco where we will 
spend the night. Jiquilisco Bay, a natural treasure in 
the Eastern part of the country that is home to 
abundant biodiversity. Bahia de Jiquilisco is home 
for more than 17 species that live in the mangrove 
forest full natural resources, declared a RAMSAR 
site and a Biosphere Reserve. Overnight at Puerto 
Barillas, Bahia de Jiquilisco (or similar). B/L 

Day 8, Sunday 14th March 
BAY OF JIQUILISCO – SUCHITOTO  
After breakfast, we’ll learn about what the ICAPO 
(hawsbill.org) project does in order to protect sea 
turtles. Tours such as this support the sustainability 
of the conservation project. As quaint and colonial 
as it is artsy, Suchitoto is a small town one hour 
northeast of San Salvador. It’s mostly traffic-free 
cobblestone streets are lined with art galleries, 
boutique hotels, and eclectic restaurants. There is 
a theatre for operas and plays, a beautiful church 
(some say one of the nicest in the country), a 
weekend artisans' market, and views of mountains 
and Lake Suchitlán, which is home to thousands of 
migratory birds. Overnight in the colonial town of 
Suchitoto at El Tejado (or similar). B/L 

Day 9, Monday 15th March 
SUCHITLAN LAKE – SAN SALVADOR  

Breakfast at hotel. Early in the morning we will 
transfer to Suchitlán Lake, the largest lake in the 
country. Its natural scenic beauty makes it an ideal 
destination to enjoy a artisan boat ride with one of 
the local boaters. In the afternoon, we will transfer 
to San Salvador for a city tour. On the way we will 
drive to Hacienda Los Nacimientos. Looking into El 
Salvador’s recent past as we visit Hacienda los 
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Nacimientos, the location of a former guerilla camp 
during El Salvador’s Civil War. One of the farm’s 
key products is indigo, a blue dye harvested from 
the leaves of the xiquilite plant that has been in use 
since the time of the ancient Maya. A visit to the 
bustling capital city of San Salvador, home to over 
2 million people, adds a metropolitan destination to 
your Central American experience. Discover El 
Salvador’s cultural, historical, and political 
heartbeat on this full-day, guided tour. To round out 
your morning, we’ll stop at El Rosario Church with 
its unique stained-glass fan ceiling that creates an 
indoor rainbow on sunny days, followed by the 
outdoor Plaza Libertad. Overnight at Hotel Arbol de 
Fuego, San Salvador (or similar). B/L 

Day 10, Tuesday 16th March 
JOYA DE CEREN – SAN ANDRES – ATACO   

After breakfast, we’ll discover El Salvador’s pre-
Columbian history along the Mayan Route. Our first 
stop will be UNESCO World Heritage site Joya de 
Cerén, also known as the “Pompeii of the 
Americas”. This remarkably preserved village, 
discovered under layers of volcanic ash, gives 
visitors a glimpse into the daily life during the 
Mayan period. The Loma Caldera eruption of 590 
A.D. preserved this Meso-American farming site as 
a moment frozen in time, where gardening tools, 
blankets, utensils, and religious items lay where 
their owners abandoned them as they fled the 
eruption. The next stop, San Andrés, features ruins 
of an acropolis, pyramids and governors’ palaces in 
this ancient agricultural, political, and ceremonial 
centre that thrived between 600 and 900 A.D. 
Indigo was later produced on this site in the 17th 
century before it, too, was buried by a 1658 
volcanic eruption. Transfer to the National Park 
Cerro Verde, were we will stay the night camping 
within the park but with real beds. A pupusa is a 
traditional Salvadorian dish of a thick corn tortilla 
stuffed with a savoury filling. It is typically 
accompanied by curtido, and tomato salsa 
Overnight National Park Cerro Verde, camping at 
Los 3 Volcanes in permanent tents. Note. The 
campsite is very basic but comfortable. The 
bathroom facilities are shared. Beds are off-ground. 
B/D 

Day 11, Wednesday 17th March 
CERRO VERDE NATIONAL PARK 

Breakfast at campsite. Cerro Verde National Park, 
2,550-hectare/6,300-acre park surrounded by 
volcanoes. Hiking trails reaching an altitude of 
2,035 metres into the misty cloud forest offer views 
of three volcanoes: extinct, lushly forested Cerro 
Verde; Izalco, once known as the “Lighthouse of 
the Pacific” as captains oriented their ships by its 
glowing lava flows; and Santa Ana, El Salvador’s 
largest volcano. Along the trails you may see 
tropical birds, a dwarf forest, and an orchid garden. 
On the way to visit the mountain villages we’ll view 

the crystal blue waters of Lake Coatepeque, 
considered one of the world´s most beautiful lakes. 
We’ll stop in Nahuizalco, a Pipil village where local 
artisans demonstrate traditional methods of 
creating handicrafts, baskets, and furniture. Later 
you’ll enjoy the cool, mountain breezes of Ataco, a 
cobblestoned village with a vibrant, artistic 
personality displayed in its streets lined with candy-
hued houses and bold murals. Overnight at the 
town of Ataco. Overnight Fleur de Lis, Ataco. B/L 

Day 12, Thursday 18th March 
ATACO – COPAN, HONDURAS  
Breakfast at the hotel. Early transfer to Copan.  
 
Welcome to Honduras!  
 
Upon arrival, meet with our local guide for an 
archaeological experience. Located in western 
Honduras, Copán ranks as one of the finest 
archaeological sites of the Mayan world. Your 
overnight Copán immersion starts with cocktails 
and appetisers at the home of David Sedat, a 
renowned archaeologist and the former Copán field 
director for the University of Pennsylvania's 
archaeology museum. The evening features 
David's presentation on Copán's fascinating royal 
tombs, which he helped excavate, and some of the 
site's amazing, lesser-known discoveries. Dinner at 
David Sedat's home. Accommodation at Plaza 
Copan (or similar). B/D 

Day 13, Friday 19th March  
COPAN RUINS, MACAW PARK 

Today you will travel to the Copán archaeological 
site for a privately guided, three-hour tour. Deemed 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1980, and one of 
the ancient 
Maya's most 
lavish cultural 
centres, Copán 
is well-known 
for its intricately 
carved stelae 
and incredible 
hieroglyphic 
stairway; we'll 
also visit the 
on-site sculpture museum. Afterwards, we'll have 
lunch in the town of Copán Ruinas and then 
transfer to the Macaw Mountain Bird Park, a 
reserve that cares for rescued and endangered 
tropical birds like scarlet macaws and keel-billed 
toucans. B/L 

Day 14, Saturday 20th March  
COPAN – QUIRIGUA, GUATEMALA – RIO DULCE  
Breakfast at hotel. We’ll meet our guide for the 
transfer to Rio Dulce, on the way we will stop to 
visit Quirigua. Not far from the capital Guatemala 
City, in Quirigua, we have the chance to explore 
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another archaeological site in the Motagua Valley. 
Quirigua was an important and respected city 
during the Mayan classical period (200 - 900 AD). 
Its ruins include 12 tall monuments carved from 
single blocks of stone called stelae, enormous 
carved stones of mythological animal shapes called 
zoomorphs, carved calendars, temples, a palace, a 
ball court and a plaza. In 1979, Quiriguá was 
declared "monument of the World's Heritage" by 
UNESCO. On the way to Livingston, we will see 
changes in the landscape and slowly start to smell 
the distinctive smell of the sea. We’ll start to feel 
the Caribbean atmosphere. Arrive at the village of 
Livingston on a private boat in around 30 minutes. 
Part of the population is of Garifuna ethnicity, 
descendants of African slaves. The contrast with 
the rest of the country is striking. Boat transfer to 
the hotel. Overnight at Rio Dulce Hacienda Tijax (or 
similar). B/L 

Day 15, Sunday 
21st March 
RIO DULCE – 
LAS FLORES  
Breakfast at the 
hotel. Early in 
the morning we 
will go ashore at 
the Ak' Tenamit 
project, which 

allows indigenous children in river communities to 
go to school, acquire job skills, and reduce the 
cycle of poverty. Explore a school and browse the 
colourful textiles and crafts at Ak' Tenamit's 
handiworks cooperative. In the afternoon, a river 
boat trip on Río Dulce. You will be crossing a 
picturesque canyon and swimming in the naturally 
warm water of the hot springs. The village of Río 
Dulce is a popular anchorage for sailing boats from 
all over the world. We'll visit Fort San Felipe, built in 
the 17th century to stop recurrent pirate attacks. 
Later, we’ll continue on to Flores, the heart of 
Petén. Accommodation is at Casona del Lago, 
Flores (or similar). B/L  

Day 16, Monday 22nd March 
FLOREZ, IXPANPAJUL PARK, YAXHA SUNSET 

Meet with our guide for the transfer to Ixpanpajul. 
Located 10 minutes away from Flores, Petén; the 
natural preserve of 450 hectares is a refuge for 
different species of birds, mammals, trees and 
plants. Ixpanpajul is the perfect destination for 
adventure and adrenaline fanatics; it has different 
zip line circuits where biodiversity can be admired 
during day or night, the park can also be explored 
horseback riding and over the 5 majestic 
suspension bridges. After park transfer to Yaxha. 
Yaxha, meaning "green water", is located 73 km 
from Flores. This Mayan site, discovered in 1904 by 
architect Teobert Maler, is situated within the 
Mayan Biosphere Reserve along the sites of 

Nakum and El Naranjo. The sunset on top one of 
the temples on a clear day is simply stunning!  
Accommodation at Casona del Lago, Flores B/L  

Day 17, Tuesday 
23rd March 
FLORES, TIKAL, 
GUATEMALA 
CITY 
Today we 
transfer to Tikal 
archeological 
site – a 45-
minute ride 
through the deep 
jungle. We will arrive at Tikal National Park, where 
some 3,000 ancient structures rise from the 
rainforest floor. Enter Tikal through the forest, an 
area most visitors never get to see. Not only will we 
enjoy a fascinating tour of this UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, but we'll also experience the sights 
and sounds of tropical birds and animals, including 
howler and spider monkeys. Following in the 
footsteps of Maya royalty and commoners, we will 
visit the majestic Great Plaza and its Temple of the 
Jaguar (44 metres /144 feet), Temple of the Masks 
(38m /125ft), the Acropolis, and much more. 
Afterwards, we will be transferred to the airport for 
our local flight.  
 
Welcome to Guatemala! 
 
Your guide will meet you at the airport to transfer 
you to your hotel in Guatemala City. Overnight 
Guatemala City at Biltmore or similar. B/L 

Day 18, Wednesday 24th March 
GUATEMALA CITY – LAKE ATITLAN  
Meet with your driver for your transfer to Lake 
Atitlan. San Juan is famous for its naïf (or naive) art 
galleries, town murals and natural dyes textiles. 
This circuit reveals the cultural, artisan and artistic 
traditions for which the T'zutujil culture stands out. 
First you will learn about natural dyeing. This 
technique has been passed down from generation 
to generation and has been used to give the vibrant 
colours to the 
Mayan textiles. 
You will observe 
a demonstration 
of stand-loom 
weaving. 
Afterwards, you 
will visit the 
Q'omaneel 
Association, 
made up of 20 Tz'utujil Mayan women, who grow 
medicinal plants and from them, produce natural 
and organic products that help improve the health 
of the community. Then boat transfer to Santiago, a 
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village located on the south end. Overnight Lake 
Atitlan: Jardines del Lago or similar. B/L  

Day 19, Thursday 25th March 
CHICHICASTENANGO 

After breakfast, transfer to Chichicastenango. We’ll 
visit Chichicastenango market for a behind-the-
scenes peek at its increasingly busy loading areas. 
Watch as farmers and artisans arrive from outlying 
villages, stocking their stalls with a dizzying 

assortment of 
merchandise 
and striking 
deals with the 
vendors who 
will sell their 
goods. 
Afterward, 
explore nearby 
streets to 
witness the 
daily routines of 

Chichi residents, noting the traditional clothing 
(traje) worn by many of the locals. After lunch (not 
included), return to the busy market to experience it 
in full swing! Following your before-and-after 
market adventure and visit the cemetery on the 
outskirts of town, where the mausoleums are 
painted in vivid colours - stroll to the nearby Santo 
Tomás Church, where Maya and Catholic rituals 
mingle.In the afternoon, meet your guide at your 
hotel for the pleasant ride around winding mountain 
roads. Hike up the hill to the Pascual Abaj, where 
you may see shamans (Maya spiritual leaders) 
performing rituals. In the evening, a family working 
to preserve the community's indigenous traditions 
welcomes you into their home for an evening of 
food and culture. Share a traditional dinner with the 
family, sampling potent cusha (Maya liquor) if you 
dare! Overnight Chichicastenango: Santo Tomas or 
similar. B/D  

Day 20, Friday 26th March 
CHICHICASTENANGO – ANTIGUA  
After breakfast, your guide will meet you at the 
lobby of your hotel to transfer you to Antigua. 
Experience the must-see sites and behind-the-
scenes peeks of colonial Antigua in a half-day 
walking tour that ends with a delicious, traditional 
meal in a lovely colonial mansion. Your guide 
meets you at your hotel to begin your immersion 
into the rich culture and history of this colourful 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. Explore centuries-
old churches, convents, and cathedrals - some still 
active and others in silent ruin from a cataclysmic 
earthquake in 1773. You'll also visit the tomb of 
Guatemala's first saint, a prominent and beloved 
figure from Antigua's early history. As the walking 
tour ends, your guide escorts you to Casa 
Popenoe, a 17th century mansion / museum that is 
perhaps the best- preserved Spanish colonial home 

in Antigua. Enjoy Lunch at historic Colonial House. 
Overnight Antigua: Meson de Maria (or similar) for 
two nights. B/L 

Day 21, Saturday 27th March 
ANTIGUA – MACADAMIA AND COFFEE FARM 
TOURS 
After breakfast, your guide will meet you at the 
lobby of your hotel for your tour. Learn about local 
culture and history while visiting several outlying 
villages that surround colonial Antigua Guatemala. 
In the mountain town of Santa María, notice that 
many indigenous women still wear traditional 
Mayan dress (traje) as they carry out their daily 
activities. In San Pedro and Ciudad Vieja, also on 
the slopes of iconic Agua Volcano, immerse 
yourself in local village living and take in several 
historic sites. Next, spend a few minutes at a 
weaving cooperative in San Antonio, watching 
women use back-strap looms to create brightly 
coloured, intricate textiles. Along the way, stop at 
an organic macadamia farm in San Miguel Dueñas. 
Transfer back to Antigua where you will spend the 
night. B/D  

Day 22, Sunday 28th March 
DEPARTURE OR COSTA RICA ADD-ON TOUR  
Today you will check out after breakfast and spend 
any remaining time at leisure before being 
transferred back to the airport for your flight home 
or, travel on to Costa Rica for an 8-day extension 
tour. (Note. All flights are to be confirmed).  
For those heading to Costa Rica - transfer to the 
airport for your flight to San Jose, Costa Rica 
(flights to be advised). Upon arrival we will be met 
by our representative and transferred to the Hotel 
Raddison Europa. Dinner in a local restaurant. B/D  
 
 

Costa Rica extension $2,520 pp 
Single Supplement $470 
Based on twin/share plus internal flights (schedule 
and cost to be advised). 
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Day 23, Monday 29th March 
TORTUGUERO NATIONAL PARK  

Our trip to Tortuguero starts early in the morning! 
We’ll travel with a bilingual naturalist guide through 
Braulio Carrillo National Park, with its beautiful 
views and abundant vegetation. We’ll continue to 
Caño Blanco driving through lush green banana 
plantations. At Caño Blanco, we’ll board the 
covered boat for a 2 hours ride along the canals 
and rivers. Tortuguero Canal is similar to the 
Amazon River or Pantanal Park in Brazil. Admire 
the rich ecosystems of the Caribbean region of 
Costa Rica and its abundant wildlife. After lunch, a 
visit to the Turtle Museum of the C.C.C. (Caribbean 
Conservation Corporation) and the colourful 
Tortuguero town, a typical Caribbean village. B/L/D  

Day 24, Tuesday 30th March 
TORTUGUERO  
After early breakfast we are off on a boat tour to 
admire the canals of Tortuguero National Park. This 
is a wonderful and interesting experience where 
you can see abundant flora and fauna. Return to 
the lodge for lunch and free time for a siesta, enjoy 
the pool or go for a walk around the lodge. There is 
an optional trip tonight to cross the canal and visit 
the township to see the turtles – well worth doing in 
our view. Dinner at the lodge. B/L/D  

DAY 25, 
Wednesday 31st 
March 
TORTUGUERO & 
TRANFER TO 
ARENAL 
VOLCANO  
Breakfast at the 
lodge prior to 
departure for 
Arenal Volcano 

by boat and bus. A short stop for lunch and then we 
continue to Arenal arriving by mid-afternoon at the 
Volcano Lodge. Any free time can be used 
exploring the township. Transfer by bus for dinner 
in Fortuna Town at a local restaurant. B/L/D  

Day 26, Thursday 1st April 
ARENAL VOLCANO  

After breakfast, we’ll take a guided hike through 
lush rainforest near Arenal Volcano, one of the 
most active volcanoes in the world. Accompanied 
by an experienced naturalist guide you will safely 
explore primary and secondary rainforest and the 
animals and plants that live there. On clear nights 
you can see the lava flow of Central America's 
most-active volcano. Part of the excursion includes 
a sky tram with a viewing platform on the highest 
point of the reserve. Waterfalls, views to die for, 
birdlife, monkeys... this is a wonderful experience. 
Lunch is at a local restaurant. Dinner is at your 
leisure tonight. B/L  

Day 27, Friday 2nd April 
ARENAL VOLCANO – OROSI VALLEY  
After breakfast, we’ll transfer to Orosi Valley in the 
Cartago Province. We’ll check in to the Hotel Rio 
Perlas. In the afternoon we’ll visit small picturesque 
towns in the local area. Feel free to try the hotel’s 
natural hot springs which some say are highly 
therapeutic. Dinner will be at the hotel. B/L/D  

Day 28, Saturday 3rd April 
IRAZU VOLCANO – SAN JOSE  

Breakfast at the hotel and then we’ll take a morning 
tour of the Irazu Volcano soaring over 11,000 feet 
above sea level. Spread out over 5,700 acres, the 
volcano is the highest peak of the Central Volcanic 
Range. The road trip winds through beautiful 
scenery before arriving at the awe-inspiring crater. 
Once at the top, we’ll feel like you are on a lunar 
landscape. On a clear day (not all that often from 
the top) you can see both oceans – Pacific and 
Atlantic. We’ll return to the hotel for lunch and then 
check out. Transfer to San Jose via the ruins of 
Cartago and the splendid Basilica de Los Angeles, 
Costa rica’s most sacred shrine. Check in to the 
hotel Radisson Europa late in the afternoon. 
Farewell to Costa Rica dinner. B/L/D  

Day 29, Sunday 4th April 
SAN JOSE – HOMEWARD BOUND 
Today is a free day (unguided) until it’s time to 
transfer to the airport for your flight home. B/Meals 
in flight 
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