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GUYANA, SURINAME AND FRENCH GUIANA

We wouldn’t normally introduce three counties with a description of where they are on a map of 
the world. With these three however, it’s necessary because even the savvy travellers amongst 
us can struggle to accurately name their location. For the record, they sit on the Atlantic coastline 
of South America in the north, between Venezuela and Brazil.  

If you are after something a little different, somewhere that your peers are highly unlikely to have 
travelled to and somewhere that offers a rich cultural experience different to most, then these 
three destinations may be just the answer. They each provide indigenous culture with 
Amerindian history, along with colonial history - mainly Dutch, French and English. African slave 
labour was used across the region and a strong Indian influence is evident resulting from the 
plantations of sugar and other crops. Add the distinctly Caribbean feel and you have a melting 
pot like no other. Located in the Guiana Shield, a part of the Amazon basin, all have tropical 
rainforests, pristine rivers and wildlife unique to the region.  

Collectively, they are often referred to as “The Guiana’s”. Suriname was formally Dutch Guiana, 
French Guiana is still a region or department of France (and technically, not a country) while 
Guyana itself was a British colony up until 1966. They are all relatively small countries – each 
substantially smaller than Victoria - with small populations.   

Visit The Guiana’s for a truly unique cultural experience and bragging rights second to none!  
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Day 1, Saturday 20th February 
TRANSIT 
Depart Australia for Los Angeles. Connect to your flight for 
Miami where you will overnight near the airport. Meals in 
flight. 

Day 2, Sunday 21st February 
GEORGETOWN, GUYANA  
After breakfast and a free day in Miami, transfer back to the 
airport for your flight to Georgetown. Arrive at Cheddi Jagan 
International Airport late in the evening and transfer to Cara 
Lodge. Cara Lodge was built in the 1840's and originally 
consisted of two houses. It has a long and romantic history and 
was the home of the first Lord Mayor of Georgetown. Many 
dignitaries have visited the property over the years including 
King Edward VII who stayed at the house in 1923. Others 
include President Jimmy Carter, HRH Prince Charles, HRH 
Prince Andrew, Mick Jagger and recently, Prince Harry. B/
meals in flight 

Day 3, Monday 22nd February  
GEORGETOWN 
Our guide will show us around Bourda Market, the largest of 
the four markets in Georgetown. We will first stop for breakfast 
at one of the local food stands before continuing to the Guyana 
Store which has all the local products produced and packaged 
in Guyana before heading over to the market where we will 
meet some of the vendors. See, touch and taste a variety of 
fruits and vegetables that are unique in this part of the world. 
We will visit the fish market and learn about the different kinds 
of fish that are found in Guyana’s unique coastal waters. 
Around midday we’ll have lunch at a local restaurant and then 
conduct a tour of the city. At the beginning of the Avenue of the 

Republic stands the Public Library and further along this 
promenade are the Town Hall, a splendid example of Gothic 
architecture, and the Victoria Law Courts and St. Andrews Kirk. 
St. Andrew’s is the oldest surviving structure of any church in 
Guyana. The National Museum which contains a broad 
selection of our 
animal life, 
portrayed by 
taxidermy 
should not be 
missed. The 
Walter Roth 
Museum of 
Anthropology, 
which explains 
Amerindian 
history and life 
style, and has a 
great collection 
of artefacts is 
another stop we will make. We will also pay a visit to a pond in 
the National Park to feed some manatees. Later this afternoon 
we will board a river taxi which the locals use to cross the 
Demerara River. As you slowly cruise along the banks of the 
Demerara River your guide will give you a brief history of the 
famous buildings along the waterfront.  Then we’ll tie up the 
boat near a mangrove that is the nightly roost of about nine 
different kinds of birds including the brilliantly coloured Scarlet 
Ibis. Return to your hotel for dinner at Cara Lodge. Overnight 
at Cara Lodge. B/L/D 
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Day 4, Tuesday 23rd February 
KAIETEUR FALLS – REWA 

After breakfast, transfer a short distance to the city airport - 
Eugene F. Correia International Airport - for a chartered flight 
over the Demerara and Essequibo Rivers and hundreds of 
miles of unbroken tropical rainforest to land at Kaieteur Falls 
where we will spend about 2 hours. Kaieteur supports a unique 
micro environment with Tank Bromeliads, the largest in the 
world, in which the tiny Golden frog spends its entire life and 
the rarely seen Guiana Cock-of-the-rock nesting close by. 
There’s a picnic lunch included at the falls and then you’ll re-
board the plane for the village of Apoteri, where we will board a 
boat and travel along the Rupununi River. If lucky we may spot 
wild Giant River Otters and Black Caiman. Rewa Village is 
located where the Rewa River runs into the Rupununi River in 
the North Rupununi. The surrounding area is rainforest, 
mountains and oxbow lakes and teeming with wildlife birds and 
fish. The community of approximately 220 persons is 
predominately Macushi with a few families of the Wapashana 
and Patamona tribes. Villagers practice subsistence farming, 
fishing and hunting with little opportunity for cash employment. 
In 2005 the community constructed the Rewa Eco-lodge so 
that they could establish a sustainable eco-tourism business 
that is owned and operated by the village. Once settled in take 
a guided walk through the community of Rewa to see how the 
locals live. Visit villager’s houses where you can experience 
their everyday life and see activities such as grating cassava, 
weaving baskets and tending kitchen gardens.  Later this 
afternoon travel up the Rewa River to a trail that leads to the 
nest of the giant Goliath bird eating spider. On the return we 
will make a stop at a picturesque location known as Seawall 
and look for red howler squirrel and brown capuchin monkeys. 
B/L/D 

Day 5, Wednesday 24th February 
REWA  

Enjoy breakfast at dawn overlooking the Rewa River.  Then 
head out by boat along the Rupununi River, into an oxbow lake 
to begin a hike up Awarmie Mountain (for those up to it). The 
climb is steep in a few sections but in general not too difficult.  
Along the way we will look out for birds and perhaps Black 
Spider Monkeys. There is good birding along the trail with 
White Bellbirds calling both from the scrubby woodland at the 
beginning of the trail and again from the forests far below you 
when reach the summit. Other species you may see include 
Ornate Hawk-eagle, Black Curassow, Red-fan Parrot, Guianan 
Puffbird, Todd’s Antwren, Spotted Tanager and Bay-headed 
Tanager.  The area also has a high density of macaws 
including Scarlet, Blue-and-yellow and Red-and-Green 
Macaws. There is a small plateau on the top of the mountain 
and in one direction, there are uninterrupted views back to the 
Rupununi River, some patches of savannah and across to the 
distant Kanuku Mountains. In the other direction, there is a 
near vertical drop of at least 200m and the view is across great 
swathes of undisturbed forest to the distant Iwokrama 
Mountain and much closer, Makarapan Mountain. Return to the 
lodge for lunch then after, relax before a boat ride to a pond off 
the Rupununi river that has a wonderful deck that overlooks a 
pond filled with Giant Victoria amazonica water lilies. Overnight 
at Rewa Eco-lodge.  B/L/D 

Day 6, Thursday 25th February  
ATTA LODGE  

After breakfast say goodbye to staff and newfound friends and 
board boat for travel along the Rupununi River to Kwatamang 
Landing. You’ll be collected from the Kwatamang Landing and 
transferred to Rock View Lodge by plane. Lunch will be served 
in the dining room under the mango trees. The pool has a 
lovely setting in the gardens and is a welcome respite on a hot 
day – don’t forget to have your swimmers handy. After lunch 
transfer to the Harpy Eagle nest (if it is active). The nest itself 
is located in a huge emergent tree. The trek into the nest site is 

about an hour each way on a reasonable trail. Continue your 
transfer to Atta Rainforest Lodge home of the Iwokrama 
Canopy Walkway. The Iwokrama Canopy Walkway is situated 
near the southern boundary of the Iwokrama Reserve. The 
walkway has four suspension bridges leading to three 
platforms, the highest of which is over 30 metres above the 
ground, and these will allow great looks at a range of canopy 
species, many of which you would struggle to see well from the 
forest floor.  Atta Rainforest Lodge is 500 metres from the base 
of the Canopy Walkway, offering comfortable private-room 
accommodation with ensuite bathrooms, delicious home-
cooked meals, and traditional Amerindian hospitality.  B/L/D 

Day 7, Friday 26th February  
ATTA LODGE  

Before dawn we will return to the canopy where we can 
birdwatch easily and from this tree top vantage you can 
sometimes see Red Howler and Black Spider Monkeys. Apart 
from the Iwokrama 
Canopy Walkway 
itself you can enjoy 
wildlife and 
birdwatching walks 
on the trails around 
the area. For those 
interested in botany 
many of the trails 
have the key tree 
species marked. 
Many bird species, 
stunning insects, noisy amphibians, and playful primates make 
the surrounding forest their home. Deer, Tapir and agouti are 
also regular visitors to the lodge. Serious birders will want to 
search the undergrowth for the rarely seen Rufous-winged 
Ground-cuckoo.  As darkness falls on the canopy walkway, you 
may see the White-winged Potoo. Night walks are also 
possible and something interesting or new always seems to 
pop on to the scene along the transnational road near the 
lodge.  Overnight at the lodge. B/L/D 

Day 8, Saturday 27th February 
KARANAMBU  

After breakfast transfer from Atta Rainforest Lodge by 4 x 4 
vehicles to Ginep Landing, where we take a boat trip on the 
Rupununi River to Karanambu Lodge. On the way you will stop 
at Corkwood. Here there is a comparatively short trail to 
hopefully see the amazingly brilliant Guianan Cock-of-the-rock. 
This trail is through interesting forest and the guides can show 
the use of the plants. Continue transfer to Pakaraima Inn for a 
cold drink and lunch. Depending on the river level, this trip 
offers an excellent opportunity to look for Giant Otters as there 
are several family groups which live along this stretch of the 
Rupununi River. Karanambu, a 110-square mile former cattle 
ranch, was the home of the late Diane McTurk, conservationist 
and a world-renowned expert on giant otters. Karanambu is 
located in North Rupununi, a region of southwestern Guyana 
known for its expansive wetlands and savannah, as well as its 
biological and cultural diversity. The North Rupununi of 
Southern Guyana is an extraordinary natural and pristine area. 
The landscape is an integration of four ecosystem types: 
wetlands, savannahs, rivers, and forests. There are at least 
600 species of fish, along with 600 species of bird, and over 
200 species of mammals. This region is rich in history, too. The 
North Rupununi is the homeland of the Makushi and earlier 
peoples dating back almost 7,000 years ago. Late in the 
afternoon we will travel by boat to the ponds to see the giant 
Amazonia Regis water lily, bloom at dusk  as dusk falls. On the 
return trip we will spot Black Caiman, birds and other creatures 
of the night. Overnight at Karanambu Lodge. B/L/D   

Itinerary correct as at Jan 29, 2020 but subject to change. ALL flights to be confirmed. www.bluedottravel.com.au

http://www.bluedottravel.com.au


Day 9, Sunday 28th February  
KARANAMBU   
This morning we have an early start to reach an area of rolling 
grasslands, which is home to a population of giant anteaters, 
also known as the ant bear. Though giant anteaters live in 
overlapping home ranges they are mostly solitary except 
during mother-offspring relationships. Mother anteaters carry 
their offspring on their backs until weaning them. We’ll return to 
the lodge for lunch and then later in the afternoon there’s 
evening visit to a nearby pond to look for hundreds of Ibis, 
Anhinga, Heron and Egret. We’ll also hope to find such species 
as Spotted Puffbird, Striped Woodcreeper, Pale-bellied Tyrant-
Manakin, Goldenspangled Piculet, Bearded Tachuri and 
Capuchin bird. A feature bird for the area is Agami Heron. 
Overnight at Karanambu Lodge. B/L/D 

Day 10, Monday 1st March 
KARANAMBU – GEORGETOWN  
Two options this morning; there’s time to travel out to search 
the savannah again or, we’ll explore the Rupununi River in 
search of wild Giant River Otters, Black Caiman and Arapaima, 
making a boat journey along quiet stretches of river. Then we’ll 
return to the lodge for breakfast before departure.  After an 
early lunch, transfer to Lethem for the 1630hrs scheduled flight 
from Lethem to land at Eugene F. Correia International Airport. 
Transfer to Cara Lodge for dinner and overnight. B/L/D 

Day 11, Tuesday 2nd March 
GEORGETOWN – PARAMARIBO 
An early start this morning to transfer to Eugene F. Correia 
International Airport for your GumAir flight to Paramaribo. Flight 
departs at 08.15hrs and arrive at Zorg en hoop (a small airport 
in the city) at 10.30hrs.  

WELCOME TO SURINAME!  
Pickup and transfer to your selected hotel. Paramaribo, the 
capital city of Suriname, has been placed on the UNESCO 
“World Heritage” list of historical monuments since 2002. We’ll 
take a guided tour, by car and on foot, along the most 
prominent historic locations. You’ll receive extensive 
information about the former “Fort Zeelandia”, the Presidential 
Palace, the Independence Square and many other 
monuments. The monumental buildings are a true 
representation of the colonial history of Suriname. After a stroll 
past the Waterkant, along the bank of the Suriname River and 
through the Palms Garden, you will also enjoy other interesting 
sites such as a mosque right next to a synagogue. Lunch is at 
a local restaurant before continuing our tour to the pier at 
Leonsburg where we will be picked up for the Sunset Dolphin 
tour on the Commewijne River. While having a drink we enjoy 
the cool breeze and river views. Meanwhile the captain 
searches the horizon for the dolphins. Normally we see them 
swim by in groups of up to 20. Sometimes they’re very curious 
and have been known to play close to the boat. Transfer back 
to the hotel. Overnight at Royal Torarica. Dinner tonight is at 
your leisure. We suggest one of the, lovely restaurants right 
opposite the hotel where you can order local or western meals. 
B/L   

Day 12, Wednesday 3rd March 
TRANSFER TO DANPAATI  
After breakfast we depart Paramaribo and travel south towards 
where our nature and cultural adventure awaits. After travelling 
a distance of approximately 190 km (around 2.5 hrs) we’ll 
arrive at the village of Atjoni. At the port of Atjoni we’ll take a 
dugout canoe, where our skilled personnel will navigate their 
way up the Upper Suriname River, which is famous for its 
breathtaking rapids. (Hat, sunscreen, sun glasses and rain 
jackets are a must as the dug-outs are not covered. The trip 
can take up to two hours depending on water levels). On your 
first night the guide will provide information about the 

Saramaccan culture. We will overnight at the lovely Danpaati 
River Lodge which has a lovely swimming pool. B/L/D  

Day 13, 
Thursday 4th 
March 
DANPAATI 
Today we will visit 
one of the 12 
villages that are 
affiliated with 
Danpaati. Pikin 
slee is located 30 
minutes by boat 
from Danpaati. 
We will take a guided tour through the village. You will be 
introduced to the wonderful traditions brought from Africa by 
their ancestors. After the tour we then visit the Maroon 
museum Saamaka which is dedicated to the cultural heritage 
of the Saramak Maroon population. In the museum you will 
learn about the history of the Maroon’s, their ancient traditions 
and crafts. After the tour we return to the lodge for lunch. In the 
afternoon, we will discover some of the secrets of the rainforest 
during our walk. Afterwards you could choose to enjoy a 
massage done in a combination of traditional and Western 
techniques. There are also are other possibilities to explore in 
the surrounding area. After dinner enjoy a traditional and 
cultural dance performance. Traditional dances such as the 
Seketi, Awasa and Bandamba will be performed by the local 
population. Your guide will explain the cultural significance of 
each dance. Overnight at Danpaati River Lodge. B/L/D 

Day 14, Friday 5th March 
DANPAATI – FREDERIKSDORP 
This morning we still have some time to enjoy the beautiful 
surroundings. After lunch we will say goodbye to the staff and 
depart by dugout canoe from Danpaati back to Atjoni. From 
Atjoni we will continue our journey by road to Commewijne 
district. Our destination is Hotel Frederiksdorp on a former 
coffee and cocoa plantation on the banks of the Commewijne 
River. Frederiksdorp was established as a plantation in 1747. 
In 1775 the plantation was cultivating 92 hectares of coffee and 
nearly 200 slaves worked on the plantation. From 1873 the 
plantation was worked by nearly 100 Javanese and Hindustani 
contract labourers and at that time they shifted production to 
mainly cocoa. That same year a police station was established, 
consisting of the commissioner’s house, a prison (the cells are 
still intact), the residence of the district commissioner and 7 
official dwellings which are now six apartments for guests. This 
afternoon we will take a stroll to the village Margarita. From 
here we will visit the coastal swamp to become acquainted with 
the typical wetland mangrove bio diversity, birds, and the 
Atlantic sea shore. Overnight at Hotel Frederiksdorp. B/L/D 

Day 15, Saturday 6th March 
FREDERIKSDORP  
Today we will have a historical tour of the estate, a village walk 
and bike ride (optional) to plantation Kronenburg with a stop at 
plantation Marienbosch. Then there’s a trip to see the turtles 
via vehicle and boat (depending on the tides). Overnight at 
Hotel Frederiksdorp. B/L/D 

Day 16, Sunday 7th March 
WELCOME TO FRENCH GUIANA! 
We make an early start to comfortably pace ourselves through 
the journey. The first leg of our travels takes us eastbound 
along Suriname's coastal road, to the Albina border station. 
Formalities here rarely take more than a few minutes, and 
soon we find ourselves in a Piaka canoe crossing the Maroni 
River headed for French Guiana or "Guyane" as it is frequently 
(and confusingly) called locally.  On arrival at St. Laurent du 
Maroni our French guide will be on hand to help us navigate 
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the usual customs and immigration formalities. (Note, just in 
case you are asked for it, you must have a copy of your travel 
insurance certificate and flight e-ticket handy for this border 
crossing - even though it is by land). Guyane Francaise is a 
Department of France, so technically you have entered the EU. 
Evidence of this connection to the "1st world" is immediately 
evident: every car seems to be a late-model Mercedes, 
Volkswagen or Peugeot, the roads are in near perfect 
condition, espresso coffee is on tap, and the Euro is the 
currency. Lunch is at a local restaurant “Le Goelette”. Then 
we’ll take a short tour of Saint Laurent Du Maroni where we will 
make a brief visit to the well-preserved Transportation Centre. 
The facility once served as the transit point for slaves and 
indentured servants and later for political prisoners and 
convicts. Continue transfer to Cayenne. We will make a brief 
stop at the church of St Joseph in Iracabou. The entire inside 
of the church was hand-painted by a convict from a nearby 
penal colony. Then arrive into cayenne and check into The 
Royal Amazonia Hotel & Resort.  Dinner is at your leisure 
tonight at the hotel or can you can taxi into town (about 15 
euros). B/D 

Day 17, Monday 8th March 
CAYENNE ZOO AND KAW MARSHES 
After breakfast at the hotel you’ll transfer to the local zoo where 
you’ll see many species of birds, reptiles and mammals in well-
developed environment. After an hour’s visit, you’ll transfer 
back about 2 hours to a landing where you will board a pirogue 
(dugout canoe) which will take you up the Kaw River some 15 

miles for 
observations of the 
marshland fauna 
and flora. Continue 
to the Wapou creek 
which gradually 
extends into flooded 
areas of the forest—
with remarkable 
species, noises and 
calls your guide will 
help you identify. 
You will be served 

coffee and drinks, or you can walk with your own snacks.  
Continue for night time observations. The Kaw marshes are 
one of the last shelters in South America for the black caiman, 
the largest of all its species. Permanently hunted for its hide 
and meat, this reptile descended from the dinosaurs still lives 
in peace in the most inaccessible reaches of the reserve. A 
specialist will take you on a quest for this mythical animal and 
its cousins—red caimans (aka Cuvier’s dwarf caimans) and 
spectacled caimans. Return to the landing, pickup by vehicle 
and transfer to your hotel. Overnight at Royal Amazonia Hotel 
and Resort. B/L/D 

Day 18, Tuesday 9th March 
DEVILS ISLANDS 

What is commonly referred to as "Devil’s Island" is really a 
triangle of three islands - Îles du Salut, or the Salvation Islands 
- seven miles off the coast of Kourou. After breakfast at the 
hotel, we set sail aboard a fine motorised catamaran towards 
our first stop, Île Saint-Joseph. The islands played a central 
role in French history as far back as 1792 when they were first 
employed as a transit point, first for explorers, then slaves and 
later for political prisoners. Île Saint-Joseph is the 
southernmost island and is home to the most striking 
incarceration facilities that made up this notorious penal 
colony. Île Royale is the site of the oldest buildings on the 
islands, featuring an old church, administration buildings, 
officers' quarters, and today, a good restaurant and lodging 
facilities. Ironically, the actual Île du Diable (Devil's Island) is 
inaccessible to visitors due to dangerous shoreline conditions. 
This is the island where the prison's best-known occupant, 
Alfred Dreyfus, was famously secluded. Your tour begins on Île 

St. Joseph which can be easily circumnavigated on foot in less 
than two hours. The prison buildings here are quite well 
preserved, and you can meander at will through the cell blocks, 
dormitory 
buildings, and 
other structures 
while taking 
photographs or 
simply soaking in 
the powerful 
ambience. The 
countless scenes 
of nature slowly 
but relentlessly 
reclaiming the 
land here are 
really quite 
remarkable... you'll lose count of how many tree roots you see 
growing out of one cell door and curving around to enter an 
adjacent cell. Return to Kourou by catamaran and transfer to 
Cayenne and your hotel for dinner at the hotel. B/L/D  

Day 19, Wednesday 10th March 
CAYENNE CITY TOUR AND SPACE CENTRE  
After breakfast at the hotel, we will do a city tour of Cayenne, 
which is the administrative and commercial centre of French 
Guiana. At the same time, it is a typical creole town with about 
50,000 inhabitants, half of the entire population of the country. 
The Fort Cépérou, the Place Léopold Heder, the hotel of the 
Jésuites, the Place de Grenoble, the Place des Palmistes, the 
colonial hospital, the Franconie Museum, the town hall and the 
city centre are the gems of Cayenne. We will also visit the 
traditional market, full of exotic odours, as well as an 
opportunity for shopping.  Then transfer to the Centre Spatiale 
Guyanaise (Guyana Space Centre) for a tour. Launch 
schedules are a closely-held secret so our schedule today may 
be amended on short notice. The usual tour includes a motor 
coach tour which criss-crosses the centre's mammoth facility, 
including stops at various assembly buildings and control 
centres. The entire tour is offered in French, but your guide will 
supply translations as often as possible.  B/D 

Day 20, Thursday 11th March 
CAYENNE – PARAMARIBO – GEORGETOWN  
An early start today! After breakfast, drive back to Saint 
Laurent, depart French Guiana by crossing the river back into 
Albina for border formalities and then drive to Paramaribo with 
a lunch stop along the way. Your flight to Georgetown is likely 
to be in the afternoon. Transfer back to Cara Lodge before 
departure home or for an additional night’s stay (at extra cost). 
B/D 

Day 21, Friday 12th March 
IN TRANSIT 
If you did not depart on an evening flight the night before, 
today you will transfer to the airport for your flight home. All 
flights are still to be determined however, likely to be via 
Georgetown and then Miami or Panama City. B  

Day 22, Saturday 13th March 
IN TRANSIT/ARRIVE HOME OR NEXT DESTINATION  

COLOMBIA EXTENSION  
Costs and flights to be advised 
 
Day 1, Sunday 14th March 
BOGOTA 
Bogotá, the country’s capital and commercial back-bone, is a 
bustling metropolis - a mix of old and new, trendy and 
traditional, stately and charming. It has a population of 9 million 
people! Home to a dazzling array of museums, churches, 

Itinerary correct as at Jan 29, 2020 but subject to change. ALL flights to be confirmed. www.bluedottravel.com.au

http://www.bluedottravel.com.au


colonial mansions and stately buildings Bogotá has a fine 
balance between its historical past and its movement in to the 
future. At around 9.00am after breakfast, you’ll take a walking 
tour of the city including the fabulous gold museum, Simon 
Bolivar Square and the historic La Candelaria area. La 
Candelaria is Bogota’s heart and soul, from its humble 
beginnings, this is the oldest part of the city and the Plaza 
Bolivar (Main Square) are high on any visitor’s agenda. The 
Square is the focal point of this historic part of the city. 
Surrounding the square are several important Colonial and 
Republican style buildings including the Palace of Justice and 
Colombian Congress. The Plaza is also home to the Mayor’s 
office and the Primary Cathedral of Bogota that dominates an 
entire corner. Standing proud in the plazas centre is a statue of 
Simon Bolivar (Founder of Colombian independence) the first 
public monument to be erected in the city. As you wander the 
streets of La Candelaria away from the main square, your 
guide will not only explain the history of Bogota but also the 
intricacies of current Colombian culture and daily life. A short 
drive from the centre of the old town takes you to the base of 
the hill that leads up to the hill top view point and monastery of 
Monserrate. Overnight at the Hotel Augusta. B/D 

Day 2, Monday 15th March 
BOGOTA – ZIPAQUIRA 
Travelling north of the city, through countryside, Zipaquirá is 
one of the more popular tourist destinations in Colombia. It is 
most famous for its cathedral carved underground in a still 
functioning salt mine just west of the town. Overnight at Hotel 
Augusta. B/D 

Day 3, Tuesday 16th March 
TRANSFER TO THE AMAZON REGION 
After breakfast, you’ll transfer by plane to the Amazon region. 
The Colombian Amazon forms part of the largest Eco-system 
on the planet. More than one third of the world’s species live in 
the Amazon rainforest. The River Amazon runs through the 
Amazon jungle and is a lifeline for so many species and 
humans alike. The river provides water, fishing and habitat and 
without it many thousands of people and a far greater number 
of species of birdlife, mammals and marine life would not exist 
today. From its humble source in Peruvian Andes to its 
immensity at the Atlantic coast of Brazil this giant eco system is 
truly one of the natural world’s greatest marvels. Using the 
river as your primary means of transport it is possible to see 
indigenous tribes, wildlife such as the famous pink river 
dolphins and pass over the three frontiers of Colombia, Brazil 
and Peru. Most people start in the Departments capital of 
Leticia. This interesting city borders both neighbours Brazil and 
Peru and is fast merging with Tabatinga on the Brazilian side. It 
is only possible to enter Leticia by air or by water from Brazil or 
Peru. You’ll transfer by boat to Puerto Nariño. Overnight at the 
Hotel Waira. B/L/D 

Day 4, Wednesday 17th March 
PUERTO NARIÑO 

Today you’ll take and excursion on the Amazon River which 
includes a visit to the Victoria Regia nature reserve, the 
indigenous community of Macedonia, a tour of the island of 
monkeys, a visit to the Natutama museum and then Puerto 
Nariño. This town is a picturesque jungle out post with no road 
ways, in fact all motorised vehicles are banned, and the only 
transport from one end to the other is by bicycle or on foot. The 
main means of entering the town is by boat from the River 
Amazon into the River Loretoyacú, upon which the town is 
located. The little town is a tranquil place, with pathways as 
streets and well kept gardens shouldering brightly painted 
houses along the way. You will see how the local inhabitants of 
the region live and work within this mighty jungle eco system. 
After a local lunch, enjoy a visit to the Natutama Museum 
which houses a dynamic exhibition of the natural life of the 
riverbanks and river beaches of the Amazon carved in wood. 

From Puerto Nariño and another short boat ride through the 
mangrove canal you will enter into the open water of Lake 
Tarapoto. Around the lake you will have the opportunity to spot 
Pink Amazon river dolphins, Caiman, and maybe even 
Anacondas. Overnight at Hotel Waira Selva. B/L/D 

Day 5, Thursday 
18th March 
LETICIA  
After breakfast, 
you’ll take a boat 
back to Leticia for a 
city tour, stopping 
along the way to do 
a city tour at 
Tabatinga, Brazil's 
western most town 
on the Amazon 
River. There are no formal border crossing procedures 
between the two countries at this location and the transition 
from one town to the other is virtually unnoticeable, except the 
language of the shop signs changes to Portuguese Bordering 
Brazil and Peru, Leticia is a myriad of languages, flavours and 
sounds. Chilled Peruvian Cristal beer, Brazilian Churasco 
(local meat dish) mix with Colombia sancocho soups to make 
the town a melting pot of cultures all bonded by the shared 
jungle back drop. The town is clean, modern and safe though 
slightly more rustic running closer to the riverside. Leticia is 
home to the only major port along this stretch of river. 
Overnight at Hotel Marasha. B/L/D 

Day 6, Friday 19th March 
PUERTO NARIÑO – LETICIA – ARMENIA 
After breakfast the group will transfer to the airport for Armenia 
via Bogota. Overnight at the Hotel Salento Real.  B/L/D 

Day 7, Saturday 20th March 
FILANDIA, COCORA VALLEY AND SALENTO  

Today you will visit the far northeast of Quindío to the beautiful 
Valle Cocora where the magnificent Wax palm grows, in one of 
its few natural habitats, then onto the first settlement in Quindío 
of the modern era. As you enter into Filandia, the first stop, you 
know you are in the Coffee region of Colombia. The main 
square has not changed in appearance or in character in 
decades.  A coffee break in one of the many small coffee 
shops will allow you to take in the quaintness of uninterrupted 
lines of brightly painted houses in this traditional Pueblo of the 
region. The guide will explain about the culture and people of 
the region and how small pueblos (villages) like this form the 
back bone of rural agricultural life, if you want to feel like you 
are seeing Colombia then look no further. From Filandia you 
will drive to the Valle Cocora (Cocora Valley). Part of the wider 
Parque Nacional Los Nevados, the valley is located on the 
eastern limits of Quindío along the central Andean range. The 
valley has a unique landscape like a lush version of a Swiss 
valley. It has been regarded by Colombia as a sanctuary for its 
national symbol; the Wax Palm. Overnight at Hotel Salento 
Real. B/D 

Day 8, Sunday 21st March 
COFFEE REGION & BOTANIC GARDENS 
After breakfast you have a full day of sightseeing ahead of you. 
Throughout the Coffee region you will find an impressive 
variety of Flora and Fauna, of incredible diversity and colour. 
The botanical gardens in Calarca, Quindío hosts a wide 
collection of trees, plants and insects that live in and flourish in 
the three departments of this region and beyond. The butterfly 
house within the gardens houses thousands of stunning 
florescent and colourful butterflies. Walking through the 
different modules of the house with its small waterfalls and 
abundant blossoms the butterflies around you fill the air with a 
spectrum of colours. Away from the butterfly house, Heliconias, 
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Ferns and Palms, of which there are 235 different species 
growing in Colombia, fill the gardens. The garden is home to 
71 species of Heliconias of which there are 120 that grow in 
Colombia. You can walk through the thick bamboo forest by 
means of a bridge, enabling you to see how high the Guadua 
species of Bamboo grows. You will be accompanied by a 
specialised guide throughout your tour in the botanical gardens 
Overnight at Hotel Salento Real. B/D 

Day 9, Monday 22nd March 
PEREIRA – CARTAGENA VIA BOGOTÁ 
Today you will transfer to Cartagena. Founded in 1533 by 
Pedro de Heredia,Cartagena was formerly the Caribbean 
gateway port used by the Spanish. Here they would store the 
riches plundered form the interior before they were transported 
back to the old world. It is not surprising therefore that the city 
was a draw for buccaneers and pirates who attempted on 
many occasions to take the city, most notably by Sir Francis 
drake in 1586 who "mercifully" agreed not to level the city in 
return for 10 million pesos that he carted back to England. It 
was after the attack by Drake that plans were made to fortify 
the city and work on the defensive walls began. These walls 
still stand today and mark the boundary between the old and 
new parts of the city. The walls and fort took a total of 200 
years to build and complete and the Spanish finished them just 
25 years before Colombia gained Independence. Cartagena 
eventually won its Independence in 1821; a full 3 years after 
Bogota had been liberated. Cartagena's rich history, diverse 
culture and energy absorbs every visitor allowing them a 
glimpse into the past and a chance to relax in superb 
surroundings. Overnight at Hotel Don Pedro de Heredia. B/D 

Day 10, Tuesday 
23rd March 
CARTAGENA 
Cameras ready. 
Today starts with a 
guided walk 
through the 
historic walled city. 
The Spanish 
colonial 
architecture is 
some of the most 
impressive and 

best preserved in South America with its imposing merchant’s 
houses, narrow streets, flower bedecked balconies stunning 
civic buildings  and beautiful churches. The city is dotted with 
many squares and public spaces which are now are home to 
sidewalk cafés and restaurants where Colombians, and visitors 
alike, relax and enjoy the magic of this amazing city. From the 
walled city you will travel to Castillo San Felipe and El 
Convento de La Popa, two of Cartagena’s most spectacular 
sites. The Fort of Castillo San Felipe is the largest Spanish 
fortification in the Americas and dominates the old town. On 
this amazing structure you will find a labyrinth of tunnels full of 
incredible stories. From the fort you will continue to the 
Convento La Popa. The hill is the highest point in the city and 
commands excellent views of the bay, old town and Caribbean 
Sea beyond. Enjoy the flower filled patio and the views that 
stretch all over the city and wander through the cool patio and 
interior of the convent. Dinner tonight is at your leisure at one 
of the many restaurants near your hotel. Overnight at Hotel 
Don Pedro de Heredia. B 

Day 11, Wednesday 24th March 
CATAGENA 
Final day to explore the vibrant city of Catagena Time for some 
shopping or chilling , or continue exploring the many museums 
and art galleries. Overnight at Hotel Don Pedro de Heredia. B/
L 

Day 12, Thursday 25th March 
TRANSFER - CARTAGENA AIRPORT  
We will say goodbye to Colombia today, checking out from the 
hotel and begin our journey home. (Flight is to be confirmed).
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