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THE CAUCASUS — GEORGIA, ARMENIA & AZERBAIJAN 

These three countries should be high on your list of “must-see” destinations.  

Snow-capped mountains dominate the region and make for beautiful views with hill top villages and 
green valleys. Georgia has an ancient culture and a unique alphabet found nowhere else in the world. 
Over the centuries all her neighbours have coveted over her land. Turks, Persians, Mongols, Arabia 
and more recently, the Russians have invaded. Ethnic conflicts and periodical civil war has also left its 
mark. But nowadays, it is a peaceful country. It’s population is around 5 million of which the majority 
are Georgians, working in agriculture of some kind. The capital, Tbilisi will surprise you with its 
modern, very European café style society. Yet, leave the city and you may feel like you are travelling 
in medieval times. Georgia is developing an excellent reputation for quality wines. In fact if you travel 
around the Western Asian region and order wine, it will most likely come from one of Georgia’s largest 
wine producing regions. Tourists (not that there are that many) visit mainly for the scenic beauty of the 
higher Caucas Mountain range, the highest point of which is over 5,000 metres. The Republic of 
Armenia, a landlocked country in the Lower Caucasus, is a very small country at less than half the 
size of our own Tasmania and with a population of less than 3 million. Like Georgia, it is a Christian 
country with an ancient history. Armenia has the distinction of having the oldest Christian cathedral in 
the world! Once a part of the Soviet Union, independence was reclaimed in 1991. It is a very 
“indigenous” country with 98% of the population being and speaking Armenian. Tourism is growing as 
infrastructure and services improve. Also like Georgia, the countryside is beautiful with the jewel being 
the alpine Lake Sevan at almost 2,000 metres above sea level – one of the largest freshwater alpine 
lakes in the world. Azerbaijan also boasts an ancient culture. History dates back to prehistoric times 
and stone-age settlements are evident. Most neighbours came, made their mark and then left at some 
stage. The country borders Russia, Georgia, Armenia and Iran. Her entire eastern border consists of 
the Caspian Sea. For many years, her economy has been based around the abundance of oil and gas 
reserves. The geography varies from the mountains to steppe grasslands and wooded forests. 
Azerbaijan also has a relatively small population – around 8 million people. The capital Baku, could be 
considered a dynamic city. Most of the industry, government and services revolve around the seaside 
port city. Unlike Georgia and Armenia, Azerbaijan is a Muslim country.  
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GEORGIA  
 
Day 1 
IN TRANSIT 
Depart Sydney or Melbourne for your flight to Tbilisi, 
capital city of Georgia. All flights to be confirmed. Meals 
in flight 

Day 2 
TBILISI 
Depending on the time of your arrival today is a free day. 
You’ll be met at the airport and transferred to your hotel 
for check-in. Stroll the city at your leisure. Tonight there 
is a welcome dinner for the group. B/D 

Day 3 
MTSKHETA – TBILISI 
After breakfast, drive to Mtskheta (UNESCO Heritage), 
an ancient capital of the Georgian Kingdom from the 3rd 
century BC to the 5th century AD. Tour includes following 
sights; Svetitskhoveli Cathedral, of the 11th century - 
magnificent, both inside and out, the Cathedral is an 
important piece of Christian history, as it is a place, 
where Christ’s robe was buried. Jvari Church – 6th 
century monastery - Jvari, or the Holy Cross Church, 
stands where a sacred wooden cross was erected in the 
4th century by St Nino before she converted Mtskheta to 

Christianity. Then, drive back to Tbilisi. to visit the Old 
Tbilisi sulphur baths, Georgian Orthodox and Armenian 
Gregorian churches, Jewish synagogue, and theTurkish 
mosque side by side - reflecting city's acceptance and 
tolerance of different religions. You’ll also see the- Tbilisi 
Sameba Cathedral, the largest cathedral in the 
Caucasus. The tour also includes; Metekhi Church which 
is erected on the 
cliff, overlooking 
the Mtkvari River, 
Narikala fortress, 
established in the 
fourth century. At 
Leselidze Street, 
we come across 
the 13th century 
Armenian St. 
George Church 
and a Jewish 
synagogue with 
an elegant facade. Here you discover Shardeni Street 
with its fashionable cozy cafes and art galleries. Finally, 
the tour takes you to Rustaveli Avenue, where 
attractions, such as the Tbilisi Opera and Ballet Theatre, 
the Parliament, Rustaveli Theatre, different art galleries 
and cafes - a true cosmopolitan atmosphere. Finally, visit 
the national museum before having dinner at a 
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traditional Georgian restaurant with folk show. Overnight 
in Hotel Coste, Tbilisi. B/D 

Day 4 
KAZBEGI TOUR 
A stunning drive today from Gudauri along the Tergi 
River will bring you to Kazbegi – the main town in the 
region. On the way, we pass Ananuri Castle and Jinvali 
water reservoir - amazing beauty. En route stop and see 
different local hand made crafts (thick felt, embroidery, 
iconographic paintings). Have lunch in Kazbegi with a 
local family, where you can take part in the preparing of 
Georgian foods. From Kazbegi we drive to Gergeti 
Trinity Church located at 2170m above sea level. 
Weather permitting you may catch a glimpse of one of 
the highest glaciers in the Caucasus – Mt Kazbegi (at 
5047m).  We drive back to the town and before returning 
to hotel drive to Dariali Gorge. Dinner and overnight in 
Kazbegi at the Hotel Rooms. B/L/D 

Day 5 
KAZBEGI – GORI – UPLISTSIKHE - KUTAISI 
Today, the group will drive to Gori. The city was founded 
by one of the greatest kings of Georgia, David the 
Builder (1089–1125). Visit The Joseph Stalin Museum in 
Gori. Afterwards visit Uplistsikhe, "the lord's fortress", 
which is an ancient rock-hewn town in eastern Georgia. 
Built on a high rocky left bank of Mtkvari River, it 
contains various structures dating from the 2nd ML BC 
to the Late Middle Ages and is notable for the unique 
combination of various styles of rock-cut cultures. 
Overnight at the Hotel Bagrati, Kutaisi. B/D 

Day 6 
KUTAISI  
After breakfast, we’ll 
have Kutaisi tour. We 
will visit the Bagrati 
Cathedral and Gelati 
Monastery (12th 
century UNESCO 
world heritage site). 
Kutaisi was the 

capital of the ancient Kingdom of Colchis. Archeological 
evidence indicates that the city functioned as the capital 
of the kingdom of Colchis as early as the second 
millennium BC. From the end of 2012 Kutaisi became 
the Parliament City of Georgia. The new building of 
Parliament is designed by Spanish architecture Alberto 
Domingo Kabo. Free evening. Overnight at the Hotel 
Bagrati, Kutaisi. B/D 

Day 7 
KUTAISI – ENGURI 
DAM – MESTIA 
Today, you’ll start 
with a journey to 
Mestia in the Svaneti 
region of high 
mountains and 
glaciers is one of the 
highlights of the tour. 

(Tip, take some snacks for the long road journey as we 
will not stop for lunch before arrival in Mestia). En route, 
we visit Enguri Dam with the height of 271 metres (the 
highest dam of its type in the world). The Dam makes a 

water-storage reservoir in the picturesque gorges of 
Samegrelo and Svaneti mountains. Dinner and overnight 
in Mestia at the Hotel Banguriani. B/D 

Day 8 
IN AND AROUND MESTIA 
After breakfast the group will wander to the Chalaadi 
glacier - nature at her best. In the afternoon return to 
Mestia and visit a local family where you’ll have lunch. 
You’ll learn about the cheese making and Kubdari 
making process. Afterwards, ther’s a visit to the 
Ethnographic museum in Mestia before dinner and 
overnight at Hotel Banguriani.    B/L/D 

Day 9 
MESTIA – USHGULI 
Today, the group will drive to Ushguli (UNESCO Heritage 
listed). Ushguli is considered to be the highest populated 
place in Europe (2200 m above sea level). You’ll visit 
Laghami Saint George's church (7th-12th c.c.) and Svan 
dwelling complex. You’ll also see the church of St. 
George in Nakipari (1130 AD) and Ethnographic 
Museum in Ushguli. For those up to it, there’s a waking 
tour to the Shkhara Glacier foot and back to Ushguli. 
The trekking takes approx. 4 hours. Dinner and 
Overnight in Ushguli guesthouse the Rati-Inn. B/D 

Day 10 
USHGULI - LAKHIRI - MESTIA 
After breakfast, the group will drive to Mestia. On the we 
will have a walking tour of the Lakhiri village and 
surrounds before returning to Mestia. Dinner and 
overnight in Mestia at the Hotel Banguriani. B/L/D 

Day 11 
MESTIA – ZUGDIDI – BATUMI TOUR  
After breakfast, you’ll drive to Zugdidi where you’ll visit 
Dadiani Palace. The Palace keeps 41,000 museum 
objects, mostly unique and invaluable examples of 
Georgian and foreign art. Afterwards drive to Batumi. 
considered the most beautiful city of Georgia. This is the 
city of the original statues: the steel statue of love - Ali 
and Nino changes position every 10 minutes until merge 
into one, then it separates again and begins return 
process. See the Medea statue which reminds visitors 
about the myth Colchis and the Golden Fleece and the 
statue of Apollo (from the Greek mythology). Then take a 
walk across the beach in a famous Batumi boulevard. 
Overnight at Divan Suite, Batumi. B/D 

Day 12 
BATUMI - GONIO - BATUMI 
After breakfast drive to Gonio to see the Gonio fortress. 
This afternoon is free  before dinner in Batumi. 
Overnight at the Divan Suite, Batumi. B/D 

Day 13 
BATUMI – BORJOMI – AKHALTSIKHE 
After breakfast, visit the Batumi Botanical Garden. and 
then Borjomi. Here, you’ll stop to taste the Borjomi 
natural mineral water - as pure as it gets! Drive to 
Akhaltsikhe, a small city in southwestern Georgia, part of 
Samtskhe-Javakheti. The name of the city translates as 
"new fortress". Visit the Rabat Castle. Rare examples of 
“darbazebi” (traditional Georgian houses) cluster around 
the castle, which was built in the 12th century and 
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houses a mosque 
from 1752 and the 
ruins of a medrese 
(Islamic school). The 
Rabati also has a 
synagogue, an 
Armenian church and 
a Catholic church. 
Overnight at the 
Hotel Lomsia, 
Akhaltsikhe. B/D 

Day 14 
AKHALTSIKHE – VARDZIA – BAVRA - GYUMRI 
Today you’ll travel to Vardzia, a rock-hewn complex on 
the left bank of the river Mtkvari, founded in the 12th 
-13th century during the reign of Giorgi III and Queen 
Tamar. Initially planned as a town-fortress, the complex 
became a well-fortified monastery, which had a 
significant role in political, cultural, educational and 
spiritual life of the country. In the middle of the complex 
there is a Church of Assumption, richly decorated with 
mural painting. Afterwards drive to Georgia - Armenian 
border Bavra. Border formalities, transport and guide 
change.   
 
ARMENIA 
 
Gyumri is the second largest city in Armenia and used to 
be an important Armenian cultural centre in the late 19th 
early 20th century. We will take a walk through its 
historical centre (Alexandropol) that has many traditional 
19th-century houses and visit a museum located in one 
of them. Dinner at a local restaurant and overnight at the 
Hotel Villa Kars, Gyumri. B/D 

Day 15 
GYUMRI – EJMIATSIN – ZVARTNOC – YEREVAN 
After breakfast, drive to Echmiadzin and visit the main 
Cathedral and Hripsime church. Ejmiatzin means the 
coming of the only begotten, because it was built where 
people said Jesus Himself descended from heaven to 
show where he wanted a church to be built. Then, drive 
to Yerevan and visit to Manuscript museum, 
Matenadaran. Dinner at a traditional restaurant, where 
you can taste national Armenian cuisine and enjoy 
Armenian folklore. Overnight in Imperial Palace Hotel, 
Yerevan. B/D 

Day 16 
YEREVAN – KHOR 
VIRAP – GARNI – 
GEGHARD – 
YEREVAN 
After breakfast, we’ll 
have an excursion 
around Yerevan city. 
The history museum 
is situated at 

Republic Square, in the centre of the city. It provides a 
good general understanding of the history and culture of 
Armenia and its people. We’ll visit Khor Virap Monastery 
(4-18th cc.). where Gregory the Illuminator, who 
introduced Christianity to Armenia, was imprisoned for 
about 13 years. Enjoy the spectacular view of the sacred 
Ararat Mountain - an immortal symbol of Armenia. Next 

a visit to the Geghard Monastery (whose name came 
from the legendary lance, that was used to pierce the 
body of Christ, which was kept here for centuries. 
Though the exact foundation of the monastery is 
unknown, the present complex was built in the mid – 
13th century). We will walk along the canyon by the 
beautiful columnar basalt 9th century stone bridge over 
the Azat River to Garni the Pagan Temple, built in  the 
1st Century AD. Dinner at a local restaurant, where you 
will have the unique opportunity to bake the national 
Armenian bread, lavash and Armenian dishes. Return to 
Yerevan and overnight Imperial Palace Hotel. B/D 

Day 17 
YEREVAN - SEVAN - DILIJAN – HAGHARTSIN – 
GOSHAVANK  
Today we’ll have a trip to Lake Sevan, one of the world’s 
largest high-altitude lakes (2000 metres above the sea 
level). Over the years, Sevan Lake has become a 
popular vacation spot. Then we will drive to Dilijan. Your 
visit will include Sharamberyan Street, considered a 
symbol of "The Old Dilijan”, still charming with its artistic 
workshops, small shops that have exposure in Armenian 
traditional objects and souvenirs, the museum, which 
has a house nineteenth century decorated with local 
furniture. Traditional houses in the historic 
Sharamberyan Street, built of wood, with tiled roofs and 
balconies with meticulously carved being typical 
examples of Dilijan, have been restored. Tour to the 
Monastery of Goshavank (12-13cc). The Monastery was 
established by Mkhitar Gosh, the famous scientist and 
author of medieval Armenia. The oldest structure in the 
Monastery is the Blessed Virgin Church, built in 1196. 
Dinner and overnight in the Dilijan Resort Hotel. B/D 

Day 18 
DILIJAN 
After many days on the road, today is a day of leisure in 
Dilijan. Overnight at the Dilijan Resort Hotel. B/D 

Day 19 
SEVAN - DILIJAN – SANAHIN– HAGHPAT - 
SADAKHLO (18:00) – TBILISI  
After breakfast, trip to the medieval Sanahin Monastery 
(UNESCO World Heritage site), which comprises several 
churches and chapels. Visit the Haghpat Monastery 
associated with the glory of the Bagratuni Royal Family. 
The oldest structure of the monastery, the holy Cross 
Church was built in 977 -911. Lunch at a local restaurant 
in Alaverdi. Drive to Armenia-Georgia border. 
 
GEORGIA
 
Meet with the Georgian guide and driver and transfer to 
Tbilisi. Attend theatre “Nabadi” which offers a special 
show about Georgian history, culture and traditions. 
Dinner in Tbilisi at the traditional Georgian restaurant. 
Overnight in Hotel Coste, Tbilisi. B/D 

Day 20 
TBILISI – DAVID GAREJI – SIGNAGHI  
After breakfast drive to David Gareji, one of the most 
important landmarks of Georgia. This site is 
characterised by a unique combination of historic 
architecture, prehistoric archaeological sites, rich 
paleontological fields and important biogeographical 
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features widely 
spread within the 
arid and semiarid 
landscape of the 
river Iori plateau. 
The dozens of 
cave monasteries 
decorated with 
unique frescoes 
are the best 
examples of 

harmonious interaction of man-made structures with the 
dramatic landscape. They bear the traditional principles 
of sustainable living and are considered masterpieces of 
Georgian Medieval Art. Afterwards drive to Signaghi “city 
of love”. On the way visit the Bodbe monastery of St. 
Nino. According to Georgian tradition, St. Nino, having 
witnessed the conversion of Georgians to the Christian 
faith. You’ll take a Signaghi city tour. and have dinner at 
a local restaurant. Overnight at Hotel Kabadoni, 
Signaghi. B/D 

Day 21 
SIGNAGHI – GREMI - KVARELI– SHEKI 
After breakfast drive to Gremi Monastery the 16th 
century architectural monument – the royal citadel and 
the Church of the Archangels – in Kakheti. Afterwards 
drive to Kvareli. We will visit wine cellar called “Gvirabi”- 
tunnel. This unique wine cave represents the tunnel that 
is cut out of the massif of Caspian Mountain range 
stone. where the year long natural temperature is 
10-12ºC. The length of this construction is 7.7 Km. Taste 
wine from the Kakheti region. Afterwards drive to 
Laodekhi border. Continue to Sheki. 
 
AZERBAIJAN 
Drive to Ilisu village which is a municipality in the Qakh 
district of Azerbaijan and has a wonderful panoramic 
view. It has a population of 1,370. The village was 
settled in XIII century. A distance of 3 km for the first Ilisu 
village existed in the past have been people living in the 
area now known as Kendtala. The area of the ancient 
tombs on examples of epigraphic written in Kufic line 
proves it once again. Then continue to Sheki - one of the 
most famous and ancient places of Azerbaijan. Situated 
700 m (2297 ft.) above sea level like an amphitheatre 
surrounded by the mountains and forests of oak trees, 
this ancient city was long famed as a silk centre and an 
important stop on the Great Silk Route. There is an 
assumption that the name of the town goes back to the 
ethnonym of the Saks, who reached the territory of 
Azerbaijan in the 7th century BC. We’ll start our Sheki 
tour from visiting the 18th century Khan's summer 
palace with magnificent frescos and exquisite stained 
glass work. Sheki History museum is famous with 
artifacts from several periods. Overnight at Sheki Palace 
Hotel, Sheki. B/D 

Day 22 
KISH - LAHIJ - BAKU 
After breakfast visit the Albanian church located in Kish 
village. (Legend says that the church was built in 78 AD, 
but the researchers place it a few centuries later). Then 
drive to famous Lahij village in Ismayilly district. Many of 
the 2,000 people living in Lahij are involved in ancient 
crafts such as engraved copper work and carpet 

weaving. In the mid-19th century, there were more than 
200 workshops in Lahij. Traders discovered Lahij crafts 
many centuries ago, and sold them for high prices at 
bazaars in Baghdad [now Iraq], Shiraz [now Iran] and 
other Middle Eastern cities. Stop by a copper workshop 
for a impromptu lesson in ancient craftsmanship you'll 
get to see coppersmiths use small mallets to decorate 
plates, trays, jugs, goblets and pitchers, just as their 
ancestors have done for centuries. Overnight in Baku at 
Ramada Hotel and Suites. B/D 

Day 23 
BAKU 
Today we will explore Baku and its horseshoe bay. The 
city is shaped like an amphitheatre, descending down to 
the Caspian Sea. Tour covers the central part of the city 
showing the most interesting historical and architectural 
sites. Visit to the 
"Old Town” or 
“The territory 
of”Inner City”; 
Maiden Tower (XII 
century), Palace 
of Shirvanshahs 
(XV century), 
Castle Synyk 
Gala, Caravan 
Saray, Juma 
Mosque -  and 
many more places of interest in the old Baku. Overnight 
in Baku at Ramada Hotel and Suites. B/D 

Day 24 
GOBUSTAN 
First breakfast and then an excursion to an historical-art 
reserve “Gobustan”, where rock paintings have perfectly 
remained, barrows and housing objects dated from X-
XIII millennial BC to the middle ages. There are 
certificates of inhabitants of region of an epoch of the 
stone age and the subsequent periods in “Gobustan”. 
Visit the Mud volcano (subject to road conditions) and 
the Temple of Zoroastrians – “Ateshgah” - an ancient 
religious structure built in place of natural gas output. 
Then the group will drive to Absheron peninsular. This 
region of Azerbaijan, surrounded on 3 sides by sea, with 
hot summers and mild winters could not be better suited 
for outdoors enthusiasts in seaside resorts. The 
developed infrastructure of the region: an extensive 
network of roads, numerous hotels and resorts of 
various categories, sandy beaches and the presence of 
the international airport make it perfect for the citizens of 
the republic. A large number of unique historical 
monuments, including numerous churches, castles, 
fortresses and watchtowers of the Middle Ages to cause 
lasting interest both tourists and local residents. 
Overnight in Baku at Ramada Hotel and Suites. B/D 

Day 25 
DEPARTURE 
Depart from Baku for home or your next destination. All 
flights to be confirmed. B 

Day 26 
IN TRANSIT 
Arrive home. 
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