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 THE BALKAN COUNTRIES                                    

MACEDONIA, ALBANIA, MONTENEGRO, CROATIA,  
BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA, SLOVENIA AND SERBIA 

The Balkans is a sprawling peninsula which derives its name from the Turkish word 
meaning ‘a chain of wooded mountains’. Those mountains are the Balkans, a place 
where farming first reached Europe way back in the Neolithic era.  

To the west is the Adriatic Sea, with the Mediterranean Sea to the south and the Black 
Sea to the east. It is perhaps easier to think of the Balkan States as “South-eastern 
Europe”. Wholly or partially on the peninsula, the region is made up of many fascinating 
countries. Our tour includes sevenof them – Macedonia, Albania, Montenegro, Croatia, 
Bosnia & Herzegovina, Slovenia and Serbia.Their polyglot nature has been forged in turn 
by the Greeks, Romans and Slavs, and even fell part of the Ottoman Empire in the 16th 
Century. A genuine cultural crossroads, the Balkan region was where Orthodoxy met 
Christianity, and Christianity met Islam. 

While many of these names have been synonymous with political turmoil in modern 
history (Franz Ferdinand was assassinated in Sarajevo in 1914, sparking the First World 
War), the current reality is a collection of countries and cultures now relishing their own 
identities, and enjoying a resurgence of interaction with the outside world. The region is 
rich in pre-history and history, with Neanderthal relics found in many areas, plus many 
towns still with dramatic mediaeval fortifications in place.  

While typically characterised by peaceful mountainous terrain, many of these Balkan 
destinations feature pristine coastlines and seascapes, affording dazzling variety as you 
travel seamlessly from one country to another. Many of the places we visit are not yet 
popular with tourists, but this will change. 

Are you ready for this journey of surprise and delight?



Day 1 
TRANSFER AND ARRIVAL 
Depart Australia for the relevant Asian hub and connect to your 
flight to Belgrade, Serbia. (Flights TBA). Meals in flight.  

SERBIA 
Day 2 
ARRIVAL IN BELGRADE 
Likely arrival time is in the morning (TBA). You’ll meet the tour 
guide and transfer to your hotel for check-in and an hour or 
two’s rest. In the afternoon you’ll take a guided tour of the core 
sights of Belgrade. You’ll visit the House of Flowers, with the 
Museum of Yugoslavia and Tito's grave, plus the fortress on 
the junctions of the Danube and Sava Rivers. Then, back to 
the hotel for the official welcome dinner. D 

Day 3 
BELGRADE - NOVI SAD 
After breakfast you'll have 
a full day excursion 
through the Vojvodina 
region to  Novi Sad. The 
city is about about an 
hour's drive from the 
capital and the main city of 
the region.. After our city 

tour which will take in the Petrovaradin fortress, we'll visit the 
Frushka Gora monastery and a 'Salash' - a traditional farm 
house where you can taste the home made food (an early 
dinner).  Drive back to Belgrade for overnight. Tonight you can 
explore the main sights of the city at your leisure. B/D 

CROATIA 
Day 4 
BELGRADE - ZAGREB 
Today we transfer from Belgrade to Zagreb, the capital of 
Croatia. There’s a few stops along the way including a lunch 
break. You’ll arrive mid afternoon, in time for a brief stroll 
around this really beautiful city before dinner. B/D 

Day 5 
ZAGREB 
Today comprises a city tour of this cosmopolitan city, taking in 
the local markets,fortified upper town, city’s historical centre, 
St. Mark’s church with its multi coloured roof, the cathedral, 
Croatian National Theatre and the University. We will also take 
a visit to the famous local cemetery with its beautiful gardens 
and church. You will also have time to stroll a little at leisure in 
the afternoon. There are many museums, markets and places 
of interest. Dinner tonight is at local restaurant. B/D 

SLOVENIA 
Day 6 
ZAGREB – LJUBLJANA & BLED 
Camera's ready...  this morning is an early departure for a long 
but rewarding trip to Slovenia. You’ll visit the capital Ljubljana 
and have a guided tour of this small, gorgeous city. You’ll visit 
the remains of the Roman city of Emona and the old city centre 
with its medieval castle, Baroque façades, decorative portals 
and uneven rooftops. Next we transfer to the lovely village of 
Bled with its picturesque lake. There'll be time to walk around, 
visit the tiny island on the lake and take in the core sites. Late 
in the afternoon we transfer back to Ljubljana for dinner and to 
overnight.  B/D  

CROATIA 
Day 7 
LJUBLJANA - PLITVICE 
After breakfast we will drive to the stunning Plitvice Lakes 
National Park. These famous lakes comprise of 16 stunning 
crystal-aqua lakes lying at different levels and linked together 
by spectacular cascading waterfalls. The largest National park 
in Croatia, Plitvice (pronounced plitvichy) was inscribed on the 
UNESCO’s World Natural Heritage List in 1979 in recognition 
of its “outstanding natural beauty”. Your time here will be 
around 3 – 4 hours. The walking is only for those who can trek 
up to 6 kms on undulating tracks. A boat trip is also included 
across one of the lakes. (For those not up to walking this 
distance, there is a shorter walk from the top of the entrance 
with lookouts and a café). We’ll check into our hotel where we’ll 
have dinner. B/D 
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BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA  
Day 8 
PLITVICE - SARAJEVO 
After breakfast at the hotel, we’ll depart for the border into 
Bosnia & Herzegovina. We’ll stop at Jajce for lunch at your 
leisure before arriving into Sarajevo in the afternoon. Sarajevo 
was put on the world map in 1914 as the site where Serbian 
nationalist Gavrilo Princip assassinated the heir to the Austrian 
throne and precipitated World War I. We will visit the exact 
place where this infamous event took place. Dinner is at a 
lovely local restaurant. B/D 

Day 9 
SARAJEVO 
In the morning you’ll meet your local guide and take a city tour 
encapsulating the best the city has to offer. You’ll visit the 
Turkish Quarter, the city centre with its cathedral and the war 
tunnel. You’ll have a few hours in the afternoon to explore the 
city at your leisure before dinner. B/D 

CROATIA 
Day 10 
SARAJEVO – SPLIT 
This the morning we drive 
to Split via Mostar where 
there’s a tour planned of 
the core sites. The Old 
City of Mostar is included 
on the UNESCO`s list of 
World Heritage sites. If 

lucky, we’ll see the local young men jumping off the famous 
bridge into the river below, a tradition that has gone on for 
many years. Check out the Old Bazaar, the Mosque and a 
typical Turkish house. Lunch is at leisure. We’ll arrive in Split 
late in the afternoon and check in to our hotel. B/D 

Day 11 
SPLIT  
After breakfast you’ll enjoy a city tour of Split with a local guide. 
This will include the fascinating Roman Diocletian Palace 
Cellars and the Cathedral. Split is the kind of city where you 
need time to stroll at your leisure to soak up the atmosphere. 
We have included a free afternoon to do just this. Dinner is at a 
local restaurant. B/D 

Day 12  
ISLAND OF HVAR – MALI STON 
Today is a wonderful day trip via boat to the picturesque island 
of Hvar. We will have a city tour with a local guide including the 
Franciscan Monastery and the Cathedral. Offering exceptional 
beauty and numerous historical monuments, this island is 
known for its sunny and moderate climate with more than 
2,700 hours of sunshine per year. For those up to it, a walk up 
to the fortress is a major highlight (check out the taxi option to 
the top if walking up steps and hills are not for you). In the 
afternoon return by ferry to Split and then depart for Mali Ston, 
a gorgeous village, famous for its oysters. B/D 

Day 13  
STON – DUBROVNIK  
For those up to it, there’s a morning walk over the fortress 
walls to Ston (the bigger, sister village). Here you can meet up 
with the gang that took the easy route – via the bus! After a 
stroll around the township (and a coffee) you’ll transfer back to 
Mali Ston for a boat trip for oyster and mussel tasting and a 
glass of local wine. There’ll be free time for lunch before 
heading to Dubrovnik where you’ll check into the hotel before 
heading out for dinner. B/D 

Day 14 
DUBROVNIK  
After breakfast we'll 
take a city tour of 
Dubrovnik's Old Town 
with a local guide. 
Dubrovnik is arguably 
one of the prettiest 
cities in Europe with its 
red rooftops, sea views 
and white cobblestoned 
streets. There’ll be free 
time to stroll around Dubrovnik after lunch. For stunning 
photos, a walk around the city walls is highly recommended 
(about 1 ½ - 2 hours depending on your pace) or you can 
shop, stroll the streets or board a cable car and take in the 
view from above the city. Dinner is back at the hotel. B/D 

MONTENEGRO 
Day 15 
DUBROVNIK – KOTOR – CETINJE – BUDVA 
Today the group will drive to Budva via Kotor. On arrival to 
Kotor you’ll take a city tour, followed by scenic climb up to the 
mountain to the town of Cetinje the former capital of 
Montenegro, where we’ll visit King Nikola's Palace. There’s a 
further drive to St. Stefan and on to Budva for dinner and 
overnight. B/D 

ALBANIA 
Day 16 
BUDVA – TIRANA 
Budva is mainly a tourist town however there is an old section 
of the city which is worth a 30 minute wander up to the old 
castle (which has been closed for years while they renovate.) 
None the less, it’s a natural spot to stop for an overnight. After 
breakfast you’ll depart for the cities of Shkodra for a lunch stop 
and then Kruja. This is where the country’s national here – 
Skanderbeg - was born. You’ll have a short tour of this hillside 
dwelling before driving on to Albania’s capital city, Tirana. On 
arrival, you’ll take a short stroll around the local area before 
having dinner in the hotel. B/D   

Day 17 
TIRANA  
After breakfast the group will see the sites of Tirana including 
the National Museum, Skanderbeg’s Square and the city’s 
main Mosque. You’ll have a few hours in the afternoon to 
explore at leisure before dinner and overnight in the hotel. B/D  

MACEDONIA  
Day 18 
TIRANA – OHRID 
Breakfast in the hotel is followed by a drive to Elbasan. Here 
we’ll stop for lunch and a stroll at leisure. There’s a café or two 
inside the old castle but don’t expect service like at home - you 
are still in Albania! The next stop is Ohrid, a very pretty town on 
the lake. There’s a city tour planned to see all of the main sites 
including the old fortress, the church of Saint Sophia and Saint 
Panteleimon. Tip… for just a few euros, you can take a boat 
back to the main area rather than walk back the way you 
came. After this you’ll have time to stroll down the main street 
of the shops or, just sit and have a coffee in this cosmopolitan 
township. B/D 

Day 19 
OHRID 
This morning you’ll take a tour of the Monestary of St. Naum. 
This is a wonderful, peaceful trip about 30 minutes from town. 
There’s also a boat ride in the gogerous lake.  The afternoon is 
free-time. There are many ways to fill your time and you guide 
will give you some pointers. Stroll through the city’s quaint 
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shopping district and have a coffee or two watching the world 
go by. Dinner tonight is with traditional singing and dancing 
about a 20 minute drive from the city. B/D 

Day 20  
OHRID - SKOPJE  
Today we depart for the capital of Macedonia, Skopje 
(pronounced “skopey”). First stop – after 1hr 30 minutes or so, 
is Bitola – the second biggest city in Macedonia. Here, you’ll 
visit of the ancient site of Heraclea Lynkestis and have the 
opportunity to walk around the city. Then you’ll visit the 
Galichica National Park. The group will then drive along the 
National Park with panoramic views of both Prespa and Ohrid 
lakes. Check in to the hotel in Skopje. B/D 

Day 21  
OHRID - SKOPJE 
This morning, there’s a sightseeing tour of the city including a 
walk around Skopje old bazaar and visit to the Church of St 
Spas and Memorial house of Mother Teresa. Free time for 
lunch and then an afternoon visit to Matka Gorge, a 30 minute 
drive outside of Skopje. Sit and have coffee or go for a walk 
along the gorge (the entire track is about 6 kilometres) or 

consider the optional 1 
hour boat tour to the 
entrance of one of the 
deepest underwater 
caves in Europe - – 
Vrelo. Well worth the 
visit! Dinner tonight is at 
a traditional 
Macedonian restaurant. 
Overnight back in 
Skopje. B/D 

Day 22  
SKOPJE – HOME OR NEXT DESTINATION 
You’ll have breakfast in the hotel before heading home or flying 
to your next destination 

.                                                                                                                                                                                     
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